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Documentation of the Detail Marriage Public-Use Tape File for 1987 Data 

The marriage data file is maintained by calendar year. The file includes : 

(1) records for all marriages received in machine-readable form and (2) 

sample records, or all marriages for those States with small numbers of 

events, received on microfilm (coded and keyed by NCHS personnel) . 

The tape file includes data from selected States, Puerto Rico, and the 

Virgin Islands, which meet certain reporting criteria for inclusion in the 

Marriage Registration Area (MRA). The criteria are explained in the 

Technical Appendix which is part of this documentation package. 

Each record contains a weigh[ field (tape locations 18-20) which is 

designed to inflate tabular to[als to the States’ figures and to the MRA 

figures. Note, however-, in NCHS publ i cations, U.S. data and Possessions 

data are tabulated separately. Totals for the MRA do not include data for 

Puerto Rico and the Virgin Is lards. 



---

Included in this document are: 

1. List of data elements and tape locations. 

2. Machine/File/Data Characteristics. 

3. Detail record layout. 

4. Control total tables 1-2. 

5. Technical Appendix for 1985 along with the 1987 addendum. 

SYMBOLS USED IN TABLES 

Symbol Explanation 

Data not 

.. . Category 

Quantity 

0.0 Quantity 

available€

not applicable€

zero€

more than O but less than 0.05€

2’:	 Figure does not meet standards of 
reliability or precision 

(2) 



List of Data Elements and Tape Locations 

Data Items 

1. Place of Marriage 

a. State 

b. Region 

c. Division 

2. General 

a. Data year 

b. Date of marriage 

c. Type of Ceremony 

d. Record weight 

e. Age difference 

3. Groom data 

a. State and resident status 

b. Place of birth 

c. Race 

d. Number of this marriage 

e. Previous marital status 

f. Date of birth 

9. Age at marriage 

h. Education 

i . Date last marriage ended 

j. Interval from last marriage 

4. Bride data 

a. State and resident status 

b. Place of birth 

c. Race 

d. Number of this marriage 

e. Previous marital status 

f. Date of birth 

9. Age at marriage 

h. “Education 

i. Date last marriage ended 

j. Interval from last marriage 

Tape 

Locations 

10-11

8

9


1

12-16

17

18-20

86-88


21-24 

26-29

30-31

32-33 

34-36

37-40

41-49

80-81

89-92

93-97


50-53

55-58

59-60

61-62

63-65

66-69

70-78

82-83

98-101

102-106


(3)




Machine/File/Data Characteristics: 

1. Machine used: 

2. Language used: 
3. File organization: 
4. Record format: 

5. Record count: 

6. Record length: 

7. Blocksize: 
8. Recording mode: 
9. Code scheme: 

10. Last block: 

11. Special characters: 

12.€ Data counts 

(weighted totals): 

lBM/3083/E€
PL/1�

One file, one reel�
Blocked, fixed format�

a. Total 788,317 
b. MRA 783,087€
c. Possessions 5.,230 

140€
14000€
lBM/EBCDIC 8-bit code 
Numeric/Blanks/Special 
May be a short block 

a. “&” is the EBCDIC ampersand 
b. “-” is the EBCDIC dash 

a. NRA 1,839,052 
b. Possessions 35,191 

(4)€



1987 
Marriage Detail Record 

Tape Field€
Location Size Item and Code Outline€

1 

2-7 

8 

(9) 

1 Last Diqit of Current Data Year 

7 . . . 1987 

6 Certificate Number 

These positions are blank. 

1 Region of Marria~e 

1 Division of Marriage 

Region is in position 8 and Oivision is in 9. 

00€

1€
1 
2 

2 
3 
4 

3 
5 
6 
7 

4 
8 
9 

. . . POSSESSIONS 

. . . 

. . 

. . . 

. . . 
,.. 
,.. 

. . 

. . 

. . 

. . . 

. . 
. . 
. . 

NORTHEAST 
New England 
Middle Atlantic 

MIOWEST 
East North Central 
West North Central 

SOUTH 
South Atlantic 
East South Central 
West South Central 

WEST 
Mountain 
Pacific 

(5) 



05

10

15

20

25

30

1987 
Marriage Detail Record 

Tape Field€
Location Size Item and Code Outline€

10-11 2 State of Marriaae 

This field contains codes for States that have been admitted to the 
Marriage Registration Area (MRA). State names, codes and year of 
admission to the MF?A are: 

01 A 1 abama 1957€

02€

06€
07

08

09


11€
12€
13€
14€

16€
i7€
18€
19€

21€
22€
23€
24€

26€
27€
28€

3~€
33€
33€
34€
36€
38€
39€
40€
41€
42€
43€
45€
46€
47€
49€
50€
51€
52€
53€

Alaska 1957€
California 1957€
Colorado 1979€
Connecticut 1957€
Delaware 1957€
District of Columbia 1961€
Florida€
Georgia€
Hawai i€
Idaho€
Illinois€
Indiana€
Iowa€
Kansas€
Kentucky€
Louisiana€
Ma i ne€
Maryland€
Massachusetts€

Michigan€
Minnesota€
Mississippi€
Missouri€
Montana€
Nebraska€
New Hampshire€
New dersey€
New York State€
New York City€
North Carollna€
Ohio€
Oregon€
Pennsylvania€
Rhode Island€
South Carolina€
South Oakota€
Tennessee€
Utah€
Vermont€
Virginia€
West Virginia€
Wisconsin€
Wyom i ng€
Puerto Rico€
Virgin Islands€

1957 
1957 
1957 
1957 
1964 
1961 
1957 
1957 
1959 

957 
957 
957 
961 
957 
971 
957 
968 
957 
957 
957 
957 
957 
965 
964 
957 
957 
957 
957 
97j 
957 
957 
957 
957 
957 
965 
957 
957 
957 
957 

(6) 



01
02
03
04
05
06
07
08
09
10
11
12

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

1987 
Marriage Detail Record 

Tape Field€
Location Size Item and Code outline€

12-16 

(12-13) 

14-15 

18-20 

4 

2 

2 

DATE OF MARRIAGE 

Month of Marriage 

(Note: last digit of year of marriage is given In tape location 1.) 

. . . danuary 

. . . February 

. . . March 
Apr i 1 

. . . May 
. . dune 
. . July 

,.. August 
,.. September 
,.. Dctober 
,.. November 
,.. December 

Oav of Marriage 

01-31 . . As app cab’ e to month of marriage 

Oay of Week of Marriaae 

. . . Sunday 

. . . Monday 

. . . Tuesday 

. . . Wednesday 
Thursday 

. . . Friday 

. . . Saturday 

1 Type of Ceremony 

1 . . Civil 
2 . . Religious 
9 . . Not stated ceremony 

3 Weight of Record 

Each record is assigned a weight based on the sampling rate of the 
place of marriage. This field is used to inflate tabular totals to 
State and MRA figures. 

001 . . 100 percent 
002 . . 50 percent 
005 .. 20 percent 
010 . . 10 percent 
020 ... 5 percent 

(7)€
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1907 
Marriage Detail Record 

Tape Field€
Location Size Item and Code Outline€

21-49 29 GROOM DATA 

(21-24) 4 PLACE OF RESIDENCE 

(21) 1 Resident Status Recode 3 

1 . . . Resident of State of marriage 
2� . . . Nonresident of State of marriage 

(includes foreign residents) 
3 . . Not stated place of residence 

22 1 Residence Status Recode 4 

1 . Resident of State of marriage 

2 . Resident of State adjoining State of marriage 
3� ., Resident of State that does not adjoin State of marriage 

(Includes foreign residents) 
4 . . . Not stated place of residence 

(8) 



01
02
03
04
05
06
07
08
09
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

1987€
Marriage Detail Record€

Tape Field€
Location Size Item and Code Outline€

23-24 2 State of Residence€

. . . 

. .€

. . .€

.€

. . .€

. .€

2-?€
28€
29€
30€
31€
32€
33€
34€
35€
36€
37€
38€
39€
40€
41€
42€
43€
44€
45€
46€
47€
48€
49€
50€
51€
52€
53€
54€
55€
56€
57€
59€
99€

25 t Reserved Position 

of Groom€

A 1abama€
Alaska€
Arizona€
Arkansas€
California€
Colorado€
Connecticut€
Delaware€
District of Columbia€
Florida€
Georgia€
Hawa i i€
Idaho€
Illinois€
Indiana€
Iowa€
Kansas€
Kentucky€
Louisiana€
Ma i ne€
Maryland€
Massachusetts€
Michigan€
Minnesota€
Mississippi€
Missouri”€
Montana€
Nebraska€
Nevada€
New Hampsh re€
New dersey€
New Mexico€
New York€
North Caro i na€
North Oako a€
Ohio€
Oklahoma€
OreQon€
Pennsylvania€
Rhode Island€
South Carolina€
South Oakota€
Tennessee€
Texas€
Utah€
Vermont€
Virginia€
Washington€
West Virginia€
Wisconsin€
Wyoming€
Puerto Rico€
Virgin Islands€
Guam€
Canada€
Cuba€
Mexico€
Remainder of the world€
Not stated State€

(9)€



1987€
Marriage Detail Record€

Tape Field€
Location Size Item and Code Outline€

26-29 4 PLACE OF BIRTH OF GROOM (NATIVITY)€

(26) 1 Nativity Status€

1 . .

2 .€
3 .€

4 . . .€

1 Nativity Status 

1 

2 .€

3 . .€

4 ,..€

5 . .€

G . .€

7 .,€

8€

Recode 4€

Born In State of marriage€
Born in State adjoining€
Born in State not adjoining€

(includes foreign born)€
Not stated place of birth€

Recode 8€

Born in State€

Born in State€
State of birth€
Born in State€
resident of€
Born in State€
Residence not€
Born in State€

of marriage€

adjoining€

adjoining€
State of birth€

adjoining€
stated€
not adjoining€

State of marriage€
State of marriage€

State of marriage and resident of€

State of marriage and not€

State of marriage and State of€

State of marriage€
and resident of State of birth€

State of marriage€
and not resident of State of€

State of marriage€
and residence not stated€

(includes foreign born) 
Born in State not adjoining 
(includes foreign born) 
birth 
Born in State not adjoining 
(includes foreign born) 

Not stated place of birth€

(lo) 

27 



01
02
03
04
05
06
07
08
09
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57

1987 
Marr age Oeta 1 Record 

Tape Field 
Location Size Item and Code Outline 

28-29 2 Place of Birth of Groom 

A 1abama 
. . . Alaska 
. . . Arizona 
. . . Arkansas 
. . 
,.. 
. . . 
,.. 
. . .€

. . 
. . 
. . . 
. . 
. . . 
,.. 
. . . 
. . . 
.,. 
. 
. . . 
. . 

. . 
. . . 
. . . 
. . . 
. . . 
. 
. . 
. . . 

. 
. . . 
. . . 
. . . 
. 
. . 
. . . 
. . . 
. . 

. . 
. . . 
. . . 
. . . 
. . . 
. . . 
. . . 
. . . 
. . 

. 
. . . 
. . . 
. . . 
. . . 
. . . 
. . . 
. . . 
. . . 
. . . 

59 . . . 
99 . . . 

Cal ifornia 
Colorado 
Connecticut 
Oelaware 
District of Columbia 
Florida 
Georgia 
Hawa i i 
Idaho 
Illinois 
Indiana 
Iowa 
Kansas 
Kentucky 
Louisiana 
Maine 
Maryland 
Massachusetts 
Michigan 
Minnesota 
Mississippi 
Missouri 
Montana 
Nebraska 
Nevada 
New Hampshire 
New Jersey 
New Mexico 
New York 
North Carol ina 
North Oakota 
Ohio 
Oklahoma 
Oregon 
Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 
South Carolina 
South Oakota 
Tennessee 
Texas 
Utah 
Vermont 
Virginia 
Washington 
West Virginia 
Wisconsin 
Wyoming 
Puerto Rico 
Virgin Islands 
Guam 
Canada 
Cuba 
Mexico 
Remainder of the world 
Not stated place 

(11) 



1987 
Marriage Detail Record 

Tape Field

Location Size Item and Code Outline


30-3$ 

(30)


31 

32-33 

(32) 

33 

34-36 

(34) 

35 

36 

2 RACE OF GROOM 

1 Race Recode 

1 . . . Whi te 
2 . . All other races 
3 . . Not stated race 

i Detail race 

1 .,. White 
2 . . . 61 ack 
3 . . . Other races 
8 . . . Not on certificate 
9 . . Not stated race 

2 NUMBER OF THIS MARRIAGE OF GROOM 

1 Number of This Marriaqe Recode 

1 . First marriage 
2 . . Second marriage 
3 . Three or more marriages 
4	 . . Number of this marriage unknown, not stated, or 

not on certificate 

1 Detail Number of This Marrlaqe 

-+ E . First through eighth marriage(s) 
9 . . Married nine or more times 
o Number unknown but has been previously married 

. Number of this marriage not stated 
& ., Not on certificate 

3 PREVIOUS MARITAL STATUS OF GROOM 

1 Previous Marital Status Recode 3 

1 . Previously single 
2 .,, Previously married 
3 Previous marital status not on certificate or not stated 

1 Previous Marital Status Recode 5 

1 ., Previously Single 

2 ., Previously Widowed 
3 ., Previous divorce or annulment 
4 ., Previously married, unknown whether widowed, divorced or 

annul led 
5 ., Previous marital status not on certificate or not stated 

1 Oetail Previous Marital Status 

1 .,, Previously single 
2 . Previously widowed 
3 . . Previously divorced 
4 ,,. Previous annulment 
9 Previous marital status not stated 
o J ::: Previously married, unknown whether widowed, divorced or 

annul led 
& Previbus marital status not on certificate 

(12) 



01
02
03
04
05
06
07
08
09
10
11
12

--

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

1987€
Marriage Detail Record€

Tape Field€
Location SiZe Item and Code Outline€

37-40 4 OATE OF BIRTH OF GROOM€

(37-38) 2 Month of Birth€

. . January 

. . . February 

. . . March 
,.. Apri 1 
. . . May 

. dune€
. . July€
. . . August€
.,. September€
. . October€

November€
,,. Oecember€

99 . . . Not stated month€

39-40 2 Year of Birth€

93-99 1893 - 1899€
00-75 . . 1900 - 1975€

. . Not stated year€

41-49 9 AGE AT TIME OF MARRIAGE OF GROOM€

(41-42) 2 Oetail Age at Marriage€

NOTE : If date of birth is not present iti”the record, stated age of€
groom is used, if present. All unknown ages have been imputed.€

12-94 . . . Single years of age at marriage€

43 1 Aae at Marriage Recode 9€

i .,. 12 - 17 years 
2 . . 18 - 19 years€
3 . . . 20 - 24 years€
4 . . 25 - 29 years€
5 . . . 30 - 34 years€
6 . . . 35 - 44 years€
7 . . 45 - 54 years€
8 . . . 55 - 64 years€
9 65 years and over€

44 1 A~e at Marriage Recode 7 

. . . 12 - 13 years 

. . . f4 - 17 years 

. . 18 - 19 years 

. . . 20 - 24 years 

. . . 25 - 44 years 

. . . 45 - 64 years 

. . . 65 years and over 

(13)€



1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

1

2
3
4
5
6

1987 
Marriage Detail Record 

Tape Field€
Location Size Item and Code Outline€

45-46 2 Acje at Marriaqe Recode 18 

17 
i8 
19 
20 
21 

22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 

. . 12 - 17 years 

. . 18 years 
. 19 years 

,.. 20 years 
. . 21 years 
. . 22 years 

. . 23 years 

. . . 24 years 

. . . 25 years 

. . 26 years 
. 27 years 
. 28 years 

. 29 years 

. 30 - 34 years 
., 35 - 44 years 
. 45 - 54 years 
. 55 - 64 years 
. 65 years and over 

47-48 2 Aqe at Marriaqe Recode 47 

13 12 - 13 years€
14-54 ,:: Single years 14 through 54€
55 .,. 55 - 59 years€
56 .,. 60 - 64 years€
57 .,. 65 - 69 years€
58 .,. 70 - 74 years€
59 75 years and over€

1 Special Age Recode Based on Previous Marital Status 

Previously Single 

.,, 12 - 17 years 
,.. 18 - 19 years 
,.. 20 - 24 years 
,., 25 - 29 years 
,.. 30 - 34 years 

. . 35 - 44 years 

. . 45 - 54 years 
55 - 64 years 

. 65 years and over 

Previous Divorce or Annulment 

,.. 12 - 19 years 
.,. 20 - 24 years 
,,. 25 - 29 years 

30 - 34 years 
.,. 35 - 44 years 

. . 45 - 54 years 
. 55 - 64 years 

.,. 65 years and over 

Previously Widowed 

12 - 24 vears 
.,. 25 - 34 Gears 

.,. 35 - 44 years 
45 - 54 years 

. . . 55 - 64 years 

.,. 65 years and over 

Previous Marital Status Unknown 

o	 . . All ages 

(14) 
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1987 
Marriage Detail Record 

Tape Field€
Location S~ze Item and Code Outline€

50-78 29 BRIOE OATA 

(50-53) 4 PLACE OF RESIDENCE 

(50) 1 Resident Status Recode 3 

1 . . Resident of State of marriage 
2 . . Nonresident of State of marriage 

(includes foreign residents) 
3 Not stated olace of residence 

51 1 Residence Status Recode 4 

1 Resident of State of marriage 
2 . . Resident of State adjoining State of marriage 
3 Resident of State that does not adjoin State of Marriage 

(includes foreign residents) 
4 Not stated place of residence 

(15) 



01
02
03
04
05
06
07
08
09
10
11
12

13
14

1987€
Marriage Detail Record€

Tape Field€
Location Size Item and Code Outline€

52-!53 2 State of Residence of Bride€

.,€

.€

.,€

.,€

. .€

.€

.€
,.€
,.€

.€
~5 ,.€
16 ,.€
17 .€
18 .€
19 ,.€
20 .,€
21€
22€
23 .,€
24€
25 .,€
26 .€
27€
28 ,,€
29 ,,€
30€
31€
32€
33€
34€
35 .,€
36€
37€
38€
39€
40€
41€
42€
43€
44 ,.€
45€
46€
47€
48€
49€
50 ,.€
51 ,.€
52€
53€
54€
55€
56 ,.€
57€
59€
99 .€

54 1 Reserved Position€

A 1abama€
Alaska€
Arizona€
Arkansas€
California€
Colorado€
Connecticut€
Delaware€
District of Columbia 
Florida 
Georgia 
Hawa I i 
Idaho 
Illinois 
Indiana€
Iowa€
Kansas€
Kentucky€

Louisiana€
Maine€
Maryland€
Massachusetts€
Michigan€
Minnesota€
Mississippi€
Missouri€
Montana€
Nebraska€
Nevada€
New Hampshire€
New dersey€
New Mexico€
New York€
North Carollna€
North Oakota€
Ohio€
Oklahoma€
Oregon€
Pennsylvania€
Rhode Island€
South Carolina€
South Oakota€
Tennessee€
Texas€
Utah€
Vermont€
Vlrginla€
Washington€
West Virginia€
Wlsconsln€
Wyom i ng€
Puerto RICO€
Virgin Islands€
Guam€
Canada€
Cuba€
Mexico€
Remainder of the world€

Not stated State€

(16)€



1987€
Marriage Detail Record€

Tape Field€
Location Size Item and Code Outline€

55-58 4 PLACE OF BIRTH OF BRIDE (NATIVITY~€

(55) 1 Nativity Status Recode 4€

1 . . . Born in State of marriage 
2 ,., Born in State adjoining State of marriage 
3 . . . Born in State not adjoining State of marriage 

(includes foreign born) 
4 .,. Not stated place of birth 

56 i Nativity Status Recode 8 

1 .,. Born in State of marriage 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

.,. Born in State adjoining State of marriage and resident of 
State of birth 

. . Born in State adjoining State of marriage and not 
resident of State of birth 

. . Bo~n in State adjoining State of marriage and State of 
Residence not stated 

. . . Born in State not adjoining State of marriage 
(includes foreign born) and resident of State of birth 

.,. Born in State not adjoining State of marriage 
(includes foreign born) and not resident of State of 
birth 

,., Born in State not adjoining State of marriage 
(includes foreign born) and residence not stated 

. . . Not stated place of birth 

(17) 



01
02
03
04
05
06
07
08
09
10
11
12
13
14

1987 
Marriage Detail Record 

Tape Field�
Location Size Item and Code Outline�

57-58 2 Place of Birth of Bride�

I


umb a 

. . A 1 abama 

. . Alaska 

. . Arizona 
. . Arkansas�
. . Cal ifornia�
. . . Colorado�
.,. Connecticut�
. . Oelaware�
. . District of Co’�
. . . Florida�

. . Georgia�
. . . Hawa i i�
. . . Idaho�

Illinois�
. . Indiana�
. . Iowa�
. . Kansas�
. . Kentucky�
,., Louisiana�
,.. Maine�
,.. Maryland�
,.. Massachusetts�
,.. Michigan�

. Minnesota�
,.. Mississippi�
,.. Missouri�

Montana�
. . Nebraska�
.,. Nevada�

New Hampshire�
New Jersey�

. . New Mexico�

.,. New York�

.,. North Carol ina�

.,. North Dakota�

.,. Dh\o�
. Oklahoma�

. . Oregon�

. . Pennsylvania�
Rhode Island�

. . South Carolina�

. . South Oakota�

.,. Tennessee�
. Texas�

. . Utah�

. . Vermont�

. . Virginia�
Washington�

.,. West Virginia�
Wisconsin�

,.. Wyomi ng�
Puerto Rico�

,., Virgin Islands�
Guam�

.,. Canada�
. . Cuba�

,.. Mexico�

~5 
16 
17 

,. ~8 
19 
20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50

51

52

53

54

55

56

57

59

99


,.. Remainder of the world 
,.. Not stated place 

I


(10) 



1987 
Marriage Detail Record 

Tape Field€
Location Size Item and Code Outline€

59-60 2 RACE OF BRIOE 

(59) 1 Race Recode 

1 .,. Whi te 
2 . . All other races 
3 ,.. Not stated race 

60 f Oetail race 

1 . . Whi te 
2 . . 81 ack 
3 . . Other races 
8 . Not on certificate 
9 Not stated race 

61-62 2 NUMBER OF THIS MARRIAGE OF BRIOE 

(61) 1 Number of This Marriaae Recocle 

1 . . . First marriage 
2 . Second marriage 
3 . . Three or more marriages 
4� . . Number of this marriage unknown, not stated, or 

not on certificate 

62 1 Oetail Number of This Marriaqe 

1-8 ,.. First through eighth marriage(s) 
9 .,. Married nine or more times 
o .,. Number unknown but has been previously married 

,.. Number of this marriage not stated 
& ,.. Not on certificate 

63-65 3 PREVIOUS MARITAL STATUS OF BRIDE 

(63) 1 Previous Marital Status Recode 3 

1 . Previously single 
2 ,.. Previously married 
3 ,.. Previous marital status not on certificate or not stated 

64 1 Previous Marital Status Recode 5 

1 . Previously Single 
2 . . . Previously Widowed 
3 . . . Previous divorce or annulment 
4� . . Previously married, unknown whether widowed, divorced or 

annulled 
5 . . . Previous marital status not on certificate or not stated 

65 1 Oetail Previous Marital Status 

1 . . Previously single 
2 . . . Previously widowed 
3 . . . Previously divorced 
4 . . Previous annulment 
9 . . Previous marital status not stated 
o . . . Previously married, unknown whether widowed, divorced or 

annul led 
& . . Previous marital status not on certificate 

(19) 



01
02
03
04
05
06
07
08
09
10
11
12

--

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

1987 
Marriage Detail Record 

Tape Field€
Location Size Item and Code Outline€

66-69 4 DATE OF BIRTH OF BRIOE 

(66-67) 2 Month of Birth 

. . January 

. . . February 

. . . March 
. Apri 1 
. May 

dune 
,.. duly 

August 
. . September 
.,. October 
. . November 
. . Oecember 

, 

99 .,, Not stated month 

68-69 2 Year of Birth 

93-99 1892 - 1899 
00-75 ::: 1900 - 1975 

. . Not stated year 

70-78 9 AGE AT TIME OF MARRIAGE OF BRIDE 

(70-7t) 2 Detail Age at Marriaqe 

NOTE : If date of birth is not present in tbe record, stated age of 

bride 1S used, if present. All unknown ages have been Imputed, 

12-94 .,. Single years of age at marriage 

72 t Age at Marriaqe Recode 9 

.,. 12 - 17 years 

.,. 18 - 19 years 

.,. 20 - 24 years 

.,, 25 - 29 years 

.,, 30 - 34 years 
35 - 44 years 

.,, 45 - 54 years 
55 - 64 years 

,.. 65 years and over 

73 1 Age at Marriaqe Recode 7 

. 12 - 13 years 

.,, 14 - 17 years 

. 18 - 19 years 

.,. 20 - 24 years 

.,, 25 - 44 years 

. . 45 - 64 years 

. . 65 years and over 

(20) 



1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

1987 
Marriage Detail Record 

Tape Field 
Location Size Item 

74-75 2 Aae 

17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 

76-77 2 Aae 

and Code Outline 

at Marriage Recode 18 

. . 12 - 17 years 

. . 18 years 

.,,. 19 years 
,.. 20 years 
,.. 21 years 
,.. 22 years 
. . . 23 years 

24 years 
25 years 

. 26 years 
. . 27 years 

28 years 
29 years 

. . . 30 - 34 years 

.,. 35 - 44 years 
. . 45 - 54 years 
. . 55 - 64 years 
. . 65 years and over 

at Marriaue Recode 47 

13 12 - 13 years€
14-54 ::: Single years 14 through 54€
55� . . 55 
56 60 
57 65 
58 .,. 70 
59 .,. 75 

1 Special Aue Recode 

Previously Single 

. . 12 

. . . 18 

. . . 20 
. . 25 

. . . 30 

. . 35 
45 

,.. 55 
. . . 65 

Previous Oivorce 

. . 12 

. . 20 

. . . 25 
30 

. . . 35 

. . . 45 

. . . 55 

. . . 65 

- 59 years 
- 64 years 
- 69 years 
- 74 years 
years and over 

Based on Previous Marital Status 

- 17 years 
- 19 years 
- 24 years 
- 29 years 
- 34 years 
- 44 years 
- 54 years 
- 64 years 
years and over 

or Annulment 

- 19 years 
- 24 years 
- 29 years 
- 34 years 
- 44 years 
- 54 years 
- 64 years 
years and over 

Previously Widowed 

i . . . 12 - 24 years 
2 . . . 25 - 34 years 
3 . . . 35 - 44 years 
4 . . 45 - 54 years 
5 . . 55 - 64 years 
6 . . . 65 years and over 

Previous Marital Status Unknown 

o . . . All ages 

(21) 
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1987 

Marriage Detail Record 

Tape Field€
Location Size Item and Code Outline€

79 1 MRA Identification 

This position is blank 

80-83 4 EDUCATION 

(80-81 ) 2 Groom 

00 No formal schooling 
01-08 ::: Elementary school 

09-12 . . High school 

13-16 . . . Col lege 
17 . . 5 or more years of college 
99 Not stated education 

82-83 2 Bride 

00 No formal schooling 
01-08 ::: Elementary school 
09-12 . High school 
13-16 ,.. Col 1 ege 
17 ,.. 5 or more years of college 
99 Not stated education 

84-85 2 These positions are blank 

86-a8 3 DIFFERENCE IN AGE BETWEEN BRIDE ANO GROOM 

(86) 1 Aqe difference recode 

1 Groom older than or same age as bride 
2 ,,. Groom younger than bride 

87-88 2 Oetall Aqe Olfference 

00-82 Zero to eighty-two years 

(22) 



---

1987 
Marriage Detail Record 

Tape Field€
Location Size Item and Code Outline€

89-97 9 ADDITIONAL GROOM OATA 

(89-92) 4 OATE LAST MARRIAGE ENDED 

(89-90) 2 Month 

00 .,. Not applicable (not previously married)€
01 .,. January€
02 .,. February€
03 . . March 
04 . . . Apri 1 
05 . . May 
06 . . dune 
07 . . duly 
08 . . August 
09 . . . September 
10 . . . October 
11 . . . November 
12 . . . December 
99 . . . Not stated month 

91-92 2 ‘fear 

.- Not applicable (not previously married) 
00-87 ::: 1900 - 1987 
99 Not stated year 

93-97 5 INTERVAL FROM LAST MARRIAGE TO PRESENT MARRIAGE 

(93-95) 3 Detail Interval in Months 

Not appl~cable (not previously married) 
000-998 ::: Zero to 998 months 
999 . . . Not stated months 

. 

96-97 2 Interval Recode 18 

00 . . . Not applicable (not previously married) 
01 “... Less than 6 months 
02 . . 6 - 11 months 
03 . . i year 
04 . . 2 years 
05 . 3 years 
06 . . . 4 years 
07 . . 5 years 
08 . . 6 years 
09 . . 7 years 
10 . . . 8 years 
11 . . . 9 years 
12 . . . 10 - 14 years 
13 ,.. 15 - 19 years 
14 . . 20 - 24 years 
15 . . . 25 - 29 years 
16 . . . 30 years or more 
17 . . . Not stated interval 

(23) 



--

---

1987 
Marriage Detail Record 

Tape Field€
Location Size Item and Code Outline€

98-106 9 

(98-tQt) 4 

(98-99) 2 

Ioo-tol 2 

102-106 5 

(lo2-fo4) 3 

105-106 2 

107-140 34 

ADDITIONAL BRIOE OATA 

DATE LAST MARRIAGE ENDED 

Month 

00� . . . Not applicable (not prev 

01 .,. danuary 
02 . . . February 

03� . . . March 
04 ., Aprl 1 
05 . . May 
06 . . dune 

07 .. duly 
08 .,. August 
09 . . . September 
10 . . . October 
11 . November 
12 ,.. December 
99 . . Not stated month 

Year 

Not applicable not prev 

00-87 ::: 1900 - 1987 
99 . . Not stated year 

Ous y marr eci ) 

Ous y marr ed) 

INTERVAL FROM LAST MARRIAGE TO PRESENT MARRIAGE 

Detail Interval in Months 

Not applicable (not previously married) 
000-998 ::: Zero to 998 months 
999 .,. Not stated months 

Interval Recode 18 

00 ,.. Not applicable (not previously married)€
01 .,. Less than 6 months€
02 .,. 6 - 11 months€

03� . . 1 year 
04 ., 2 years 
05 3 years 

06 ,., 4 years 

07 5 years 
Oa . . 6 years 

09� . 7 years 
10 ., 8 years 
11 . 9 years 
12 10 - 14 years 
13 . . 15 - 19 years 

14 ,.. 20 - 24 years 
15 ,.. 25 - 29 years 
16 . . 30 years or more 
77 .,. Not stated Interval 

Reserved Posit Ions 

(24) 



------------
-------------

---------
-----------

--------

------------
------------

-------------

--------------
-----------

------------
---------------

---------

-----------
----------

--------------
-----------

------

-----------
----------

--------
-------

------------

-----------
------

---------
-----------

-----

---------------
-------------

-------
-------

-----

CDNTROL TOTAL TABLE 1 

MARRIAGES BY MONTH ANO STATE OF MARRIAGE 
MARRIAGE-REGISTRATION AREA AND EACH REG1STRATION S“ ATE, 19137 

(TOTALS FOR THE MRA 00 NOT INCLUOE OATA FOR PLIERTO RICO ANO THE VIRGIN ISLANDS) 

AREA TOTAL JAN . FEB. MAR APR. MA’i I-LINE IJULY AUG. SEPT OCT NOV DEC. 

MARRIAGE-

REGISTRATION AREA-- 1,839,052 04,602 119,634 105,969 131,160 196,606 212,429 163.6BI 204,107 177.330 173,581 132,900 136,BB5


ALABAMA 44,040 2,530 3, 200 3, 270 3,410 4,100 5,170 4,120 4,370 3,740 3,490 3,460 3,900 
ALASKA 5,472 290 374 336 330 5t0 624 556 660 446 400 432 506 
CALIFORNIA 143,440 7,1B0 io,280 0,820 10,300 14,640 16,260 12,720 17,140 13)300 i2,820 10,020 9,960 
COLORADO 31,920 1, 580 2.110 1, 860 2,000 3,140 3,7ao 3, 260 4,170 3,020 2,500 2,060 2,360 
CONNECTICUT 26,990 930 1,365 1,175 I ,7ao 3,390 3,255 2,260 3,065 3,265 3,320 I,B60 1, 325 

DELAWARE----------- 5,410 22a 331 253 428 630 660 420 524 543 615 426 352 
OIST. OF COLUMBIA-- 5,201 164 307 376 371 613 670 407 551 567 509 364 302 
FLORIDA i36,492 8,258 11,653 10,310 11,679 13,425 13 247 11,256 11,995 10,232 10, 580 11,019 i2,a38 
GEORGIA 68,840 3,620 5, 100 4,740 5.460 6,620 7 840 5,920 6,780 5,700 5,840 5,340 5,800 
HAWAII 16,570 1,010 1, 360 1,210 1,250 t .665 1 490 t ,465 1,660 1,410 1, 275 1,330 1,445 

IOAHO 11,424 574 742 710 812 1 ,oa4 1 32I3 1 ,oa4 1,454 92a 096 alo 1,002 
ILLINOIS 95,57a 3,995 5,918 5,337 6, 4a4 lo.53t 11 002 8,365 10,710 9,13B0 9,391 6,972 6,905 
INOIANA 49,560 2,010 3, 120 2, 600 3,410 5, 160 6,030 4,610 5,420 4,790 4,840 3,740 3,a30 
IOWA 23,055 a30 1,325 1,030 1,450 2,735 3,075 2,235 3,030 2,355 1,905 1,480 1,525 
KANSAN---- 22,250 t,190 1,430 i, 2ao 1,465 2,470 2,710 I ,aa5 2,435 \ , 990 1, ae5 1,720 1,790 

KENTUCKY 46,950 2,500 3.190 2,930 3,690 4.760 5, 300 4, 350 4.360 4, 160 4,020 3,470 4,220 
LOUISIANA 36,170 2,150 2,860 2,200 2,920 3s460 3,980 3,070 3,340 2,670 2,010 3,070 3,640 
MAINE 12,124 412 661 471 618 1,257 1.501 1,327 1,813 1.422 1, 100 704 758 
MARYLANO 45,090 2,130 2,770 2,580 3,240 5,090 5,250 3,960 4,560 4, 540 4.650 3,500 3,620 
MASSACHUSETTS 49,040 i ,620 2,560 2, 160 3,050 6,150 5,750 3,980 5,910 5,850 6,100 3,470 2,440 

MICHIGAN 74,460 2,620 4,260 3,600 4,460 8,440 9,240 7,320 io,2ao 7,440 7,860 4,440 4, 500 
MINNESOTA 33,650 1,030 1,090 1,230 i ,920 3,880 4,480 3,070 4,760 4,000 3,4io 2,000 1,980 
MISSISSIPPI 23,765 i ,285 1.760 1,625 1,785 2,240 2,755 2,275 2,325 1,050 1,740 1,835 2,290 
MISSOUR~---- 48,397 2,374 3,212 2,763 3,402 5,502 5,781 4,311 5,041 4, 184 4,506 3,536 3.785 
MONTANA 6,540 255 383 330 356 565 922 726 960 637 45\ 411 544 

NEBRASKA 11,808 482 705 550 755 1,442 1,621 1,127 1,486 1,162 962 736 780 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 10)854 407 647 463 621 1,1!95 1,272 t ,029 i.453 1,242 1,203 646 6a6 
NEW dERSEY 60,640 2,360 3,440 3, 300 4,2ao 7,320 7,080 4, 360 6, 280 7,140 7, 2090 4,540 3.260 
NEW YORK 160,551 7,314 9,353 9,374 11,153 17,5ao 17,012 14,56a 18,757 17,053 16,260 li,i94 10,133 
NORTH CAROLINA 50,410 2,210 3, 290 2, aoo 4,170 5,340 6. tOO 4, 270 5,170 4,510 4,550 3,790 4,210 

OHIO 95,900 3,8ao 5, aao 5,120 6, 500 10,4BO 11,540 9,220 10,700 9,3ao 9,6ao 6,720 6, 800 
OREGON 22,305 975 1,475 1, 365 i , 395 2,090 2,450 2,235 3.190 2,160 1,500 i ,550 1,920 
PENNSYLVANIA 87, 180 3,000 4,840 3,760 5,720 11,160 10,620 6, a60 9, 700 9,aao 10,280 6, 460 4,900 
RHOOE ISLANO 8.056 293 453 350 494 1,013 962 630 1,009 1,015 942 53a 357 
SOUTH CAROLINA 53,397 3,120 3,901 3,634 4,412 5,099 5, 609 4, 726 5,070 4.545 4,361 4, 159 4,761 
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CONTROL TOTAL TABLE 1 PAGE 2 

MARRIAGES BY MONTH AND STATE OF MARRIAGE:€
MARRIAGE-REGISTRATION AREA ANO EACH REGISTRATION STATE, 1987€

(TOTALS FOR THE MRA 00 NOT INCLUOE OATA FOR PUERTO RICO ANO THE VIRGIN ISLANOS)€

AREA TOTAL IJAN . FEB. MAR . APR. MAY JUNE IJULY AUG. SEPT. OCT. NOV. OEC. 

SOUTH OAKOTA 6,994 290 414 354 464 736 962 696 906 69B 576 414 4a4 
TENNESSEE 61,440 3,260 4, 160 3,900 4, aoo 5.640 6,aao 5,580 6.100 5,300 5,380 4,760 5, 6ao 
UTAH 16,760 E155 1,130 1,120 1,315 1.420 1,970 1,440 2,135 1,500 1,040 1,235 1,600 
VERMONT 5,914 202 303 209 zao 623 aoo 675 R92 670 627 264 369 
VIRGINIA 67,004 3, 142 4,334 4,047 5,195 7.oa5 7,488 5,97a 6,690 6,262 6,2i2 4,9a4 5,5a7 

WEST VIRGINIA 13,465 645 a65 695 900 1, 395 1,710 1, 325 1,545 1, 155 i,ia5 915 1,130 
WISCONSIN 37,647 1,256 1,077 1,506 2, 304 4,456 4,a94 3,505 5,123 4, 349 4,140 2,199 2,030 
WYOMING 4 ; 699 226 326 226 260 477 559 505 66a 3a2 330 327 413 

PUERTO RICO -------- 33,290 2,500 2,710 2,220 2,330 3,110 2,960 3,270 2,600 2,190 2,290 2,450 4,660 
VIRGIN ISLANOS 1,901 120 150 151 160 ia3 170 164 167 147 156 136 197 
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CONTROL TOTAL TABLE 2 

MARRIAGES BY AGE OF HUSBANO AND WIFE AT TIME OF MARRIAGE 
ANO BY RACE, MARRIAGE REGISTRATION AREA, 1987 

(T0TAL5 FOR THE MRA 00 NOT INcLuOE OATA FOR PUERTO RICO AND THE VIRGIN ISLANDS) 

AGE AT MARRIAGE RACE 
OTHER NOT 

HUSBAND TOTAL WHITE BLACK RACES STATEO 

TOTAL i .839,052 1.030,126 140.178 17,786 650,962 
UNDER 18 YEARS 
18 YEARS 
19 YEARS 
20 YEARS 
21 YEARS 
22 YEARS 
23 YEARS 
24 YEARS 
25 YEARS 
26 YEARS 
27 YEARS 
28 YEARS 
29 YEARS 
30-34 YEARS 
35-44 YEARS 
45-54 YEARS 
55-64 YEARS 
65 YEARS AND OVER---

WIFE


TOTAL

UNDER 18 YEARS

18 YEARS

19 YEARS


20 YEARS

21 YEARS

22 YEARS

23 YEARS

24 YEARS

25 YEARS

26 YEARS

27 YEARS

28 YEARS

29 YEARS

30-34 YEARS

35-44 YEARS

45-54 YEARS

55-64 YEARS

65 YEARS ANO OVER---


7, 559 6, 168 135 39 1,217 
28,599 19,381 1,369 238 7.611 
47,464 31,422 3,019 420 12,603 
68,990 42,884 5,060 5a6 20.460 
88,988 52,443 7, 394 807 28,344 

106,735 62,820 8.468 977 34,470 
122.646 69,671 9,281 1,066 42,62a 
123,680 68,488 9,122 966 45,104 
118,085 63,962 8,666 1,238 44,219 
108,784 59,133 7,729 1 ,085 40,837 

99,002 52,621 7,484 1,217 37,680 
90,116 47.129 6,563 1 ,036 35,388 
79, 502 41,417 5,997 917 31,171 

283,443 149,375 23,292 3.736 107,040 
275,161 152,464 21,779 2,356 98,562 
105,243 60,710 8,196 597 35.740 

50,701 29,057 4,247 333 17,064 
34.354 20,981 2,377 172 10,824 

839,052 1,032,406 134,720 20, 166 651 ,760 
53,046 38,638 2,232 438 11.738 
77,827 51,014 4,519 783 21,511 
90,857 55,194 6,450 983 28.230 

106,873 62,364 7,916 962 35,631 
113,325 64,731 8,342 1, 262 38.990 
125,385 70,979 9,104 1 ,333 J3,969 
129,399 70, 790 9,107 1,401 48,101 
119,924 64,354 8,340 1,380 45.850 
110,244 58,154 7, 903 1,322 42,865 

98,065 51,664 6,840 1,080 38,481 
84,762 44,279 6,091 1,211 33.181 
75.357 39,384 6,076 1 ,026 28.071 
67,418 35,005 5, 460 819 26,134 

241,172 128,800 19,584 3,042 89,746 
223,019 124,120 17,922 2.288 78.689 

74,094 43,813 5,529 611 24,141 
29,922 17,679 2, 404 175 9.664 
18,363 11,444 901 50 5,968 



1987 Marriage Addendum to the “Technical Appendix” of Vital Statistics 

of the United States, 1985 Volume III --Marriage and Divorce 

NATIONWIDE COUNTS (pages 4-3) 

In 987 the annual count of marriages for California included 90,494 
nonl tensed (confidential) marriages. 

REGISTRAT ON AREAS (page 4-4) 

Marriages that were performed in the Marriage-registration area (MRA) 
accounted for 80 percent of all marriages in the United States in 

1987. 

AREA TOTALS (page 4-6) 

The sample estimates of marriages in the MRA differed from the 
complete count by 5 percent. It differed by less than 2 percent in all 
MRA States except California where it differed by 39 percent. The 
s-percent sample of California marriages for 1987 was drawn only from 

143,440 1 icensed marriages; nonl icensed marriages were not available 

for inclusion in the marriage sample. 

SAMPLING PROCEDURES (page 4-8) 

About 41 percent of all marriages in the MRA were included in the 

marriage sample for 1987. 

FREQUENCIES (page 4-8) 

Th-e sampl ing rate, sample size, and sample estimate for each State in 

the NRA in 1987 are shown in the attached table A (table 4-5 in 1985). 

Sampling errors for the MRA and each State are shown in the attached 

table B (table 4-7 in 1985). 

INCOMPLETE REPORTING (page 4-10) 

The percent not stated for selected characteristics on the marriage 

record, by State, is shown in the attached table C (table 4-9 in 

1985) . 



Table A. Sanpl ing Races and Ssr@e Size: Marriage-Registration Area, Each Registration State, 

Puerto Rico, ad Virgin Islards, 1987 

Smpling N&r of Estimtd Sz@ing Ihm&r of Estimstd 

Area and stratun rate smple rn.mbr of Area ard stratua rate ssqle nmber of 

records evmtn 1/ records events If 

Marriage- ragistrarim area 2/ . . . ?- 1,K$9,052 Stramsn 4 1/10 30,S43 388,430 

Alabama 1/10 4,484 64,040 

Stratum 1 Al 1 records 669,672 669,6~ Colorado 1/10 3,192 31,920 

Delaware Al L records 5,410 5,410 Indiana 1/10 4,956 49,560 

District of Coldia Al 1 records 5,201 5,201 Kentucky 1/10 4,695 46,950 

Florida Al [ records 136,492 136,L92 Louisiana 1/10 3,617 36,170 

Illinois Al 1 records 95,578 95,57a Maryland 1/10 4,589 45,890 

Maine Al 1 records 12,124 12,124 Massachusetts 1/10 4,90& 49,040 

Missouri Al 1 records 48,397 4a,397 Minnesota 1/10 3,365 33,650 

Mont ana Al 1 records 6,540 6,540 North Caro( ina 1/10 5,041 50,410 

Nebraska Al 1 records 11,808 11,808 

Neu Haqahire Al 1 records 10,854 10.854 Stratum 5 1/20 29,595 591,900 

)leu York Al 1 records 160,551 160,551 California 1/20 7,172 143,440 

Rhde Island Al ( records 8,056 0,056 Georgia 1/20 3,442 68,040 

South Carol ina Al 1 records 53,397 53,397 Michigan 1/20 3,723 74,460 

Vermont Al 1 records 5,914 5,914 New Jersey 1/20 3,032 60,640 
Virginia Al 1 records 67,004 67,004 Ohio 1/20 4,795 95,900 

Uisconsin Al 1 records 37,647 37,647 Pennsylvania 1/20 4,359 87,180 

Uycming Al 1 records 4,699 4,6$9 Tennessee 1[20 3,072 61,440 

Stratun 2 1/2 11,945 23,a90 Puerto Rico 1/10 3,329 33,290 

Alaska 1[2 2,736 5a6z2 Virgin Islands Al 1 records 1,901 1,901 

Idaho 1/2 5,712 11,424 

South Dakota 1/2 3,497 6,994 

Stratun 3 1/5 33,032 165,160 

Connect i cut 1/5 5,398 26,990 

Hawaii 1/5 3,31L 16,570 

I oua 115 4,611 23,055 

Kansas 1/5 4,450 22,250 

Mississippi 1/5 4,753 23,765 

Oregon 1/5 48461 22,305 

Utah 1/5 3,352 16,760 

Uest Virginia 1/5 2,693 13,465 

1/ NuT&r of sample records ueighted by reciprocal of .mnpling rare. 



Table B. SsJ@ ing Error of Estimated Nmbar of Marriages, Expressed as Percent of Area Total:€

Marriage-Registration Aren, Each Registraticm State, Puerto Rico, and Virgin Islands, 19B7€

[Figures for Delauare, District of Coltiia, Florida, I[linoig, Maine, Missauri, Montana,€

Nebraska, NeM Henpshire, Neu York, Rhode Is lard, South Carolina, Vermnt, Virginia,€

uisconain, kiyoming ard Virgin Islands have no sanpl ing errors since al 1 records uere tabulated]€

S&@ ing �rror of est imstad frequency, 

All expressed as percent of area total 

Area marriages 

lor99 10 or 90 25 or 75 50 

llarriage-registra tion area 1/ 1 ;839, 052 U6 1,345 1,941 2,241 

Alabama€

Alaska€

California 2/€

Co 1orado€

Cannec t i cut€

Delaware€

District of Coltiia€

Florida€

Georgia€

Hawaii€

Idaho€

Illinois€

Indiana€

1o~a€

Kansas€

Kentucky€

Louisiana€

Maine€

Maryt and€

Uassachuset ts


Michigan€

Minnesota€

Mississippi€

Missouri€

Mont ana€

Nebraska€

Neu Hanpshi re€

Neu Jersey€

New York€

North Carol ins€

Ohio€

Oregon€

Pennsylvania€

Rhode Island€

South Carol ina€

South Dakota€

Temessee€

Utah€

Vermont€

Virginia€

West Virginia€

Uisconsin€

Uyotning€

Puerto Rico€

Virgin IslaAs€

44, s40 63 191 275 318 

5,472 7 22 32 37 

143,440 271 a16 l,17a 1,361 

31,920 53 161 232 26a 

26,99D 33 99 143 165 

5,410 . . . . . . . . . . . . 
5,201 . . . . . . . . . . . . 

136,492 . . . . . . . . . . . . 
6s, s40 ll& 343 k95 572 

16,570 26 77 111 129 

11,424 11 32 46 53 

95,578 . . . . . . . . . . . . 
49,560 66 200 289 334 

23,055 30 91 132 152 

22,250 30 a9 129 149 

46,950 65 195 zal 325 

36,170 57 171 247 2a5 

12,126 . . . . . . . . . . . . 
45,890 69 207 29a 345 

49,040 61 1s3 264 304 

74,460 lla 357 515 594 

33,650 55 165 239 275 

23,765 31 92 133 

40,397 . . . . . . . . . . . . 
6,540 . . . . . . . . . . . . 

ll,aoa . . . . . . . . . . . . 
10,854 . . . . . . . . . . . . 
60,640 107 322 464 536 

160,551 . . . . . . . . . . . . 
50,410 67 202 292 337 

95,900 134 405 5s4 675 

22,305 30 90 129 149 

a7, lao 12a 3s6 55a 644 

aro56 . . . . . . . . . 
53,397 . . . . . . . . . . . . 

6,W4 a 25 36 42 

61,440 107 324 467 540 

16,760 26 7a 112 129 

5.914 . . . . . . . . . . . . 
67,004 . . . . . . . . . . . . 
13,465 23 70 100 116 

37,647 . . . . . . . . . . . . 
4,699 . . . . . . . . . . . . 

33,290 54 la 237 274 

1.901 . . . . . . . . . . . . 

1/ Excludes mrriage in Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands.€

2/ SMP1 ing errors cqted �xctuding nonl icmsed marriages; see taxt.€

. . . 
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TABLE C . PERCENT OF MARRIAGE RECORDS ON WHICH SPECIFIED CHARACTERISTICS WERE NOT STATEO: 
MARRIAGE-REGISTRATION AREA. EACH REGISTRATION STATE. PUERTO RICO, 

ANO VIRGIN ISLANDS, 1987 

PREVIOUS NUMBER 
ALL MARRIAGE MARITAL OF THIS 

AREA MARRIAGES RACE OROER STATUS MARRIAGE 
BRIDE BRIDE GROOM BRIOE GROOM BRIOE GROOM 

MARRIAGE-REGISTRATION 
AREA 1,839,052 35.4 35.4 1.7 1.6 6.3 6.2 4,5 4.3 

ALABAMA€
ALASKA€
CALIFORNIA€
COLORADO€
CONNECTICUT€
DELAWARE€
DIST OF COLUM81A€

FLORIDA 
GEORGIA 
HAWAII 
IDAHO 
ILLINOIS 
INOIANA 
IOWA 

KANSAS 
KENTUCKY 
LOUISIANA 
MAINE 
MARYLANO 
MASSACHUSETTS 
MICHIGAN 

MINNESOTA€
MISSISSIPPI€
MISSOURI€
MONTANA€
NEBRASKA€
NEW HAMPSHIRE€
NEW .JERSEY€

NEW YORK -------------
NORTH CAROLINA 
OHIO 
OREGON 
PENNSYLVANIA 
RHODE ISLANO 
SOUTH CAROLINA 

SOUTH OAKOTA€
TENNESSEE€
UTAH€
VERMONT€
VIRGINIA€
WEST VIRGINIA€
WISCONSIN€
WYOMING€

PUERTO RICO 
VIRGIN ISLANOS 

44.840 0.1 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.4 0.3 0.1 0.1 
5,472 2.8 2.7 0.2 0.2 0.7 0.7 0.3 0.2 

f43,440 foo.o 100.0 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 
31,920 100.0 ~oo.o 0.6 0.8 0.6 0.8 40.2 36.4 

26,990 0.2 o.~ 0.2 0.1 0.8 0.5 0.3 0.2 
5.410 0.1 0.1 
5.201 100.0 100.0 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.0 

136,492 
68,640 

0.4 
0.6 

0.3 
0.5 

0.0 
0.4 

0.0 
0.3 

0.1 
0.9 

0.1 
0.!5 

0.0 
1.0 

0.0 
1.0 

16,570 0.1 0.0 
lf,424 8.5 8.6 0.4 0.2 0.4 0.2 47.1 43.4 
95,578 2.7 2.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0 
49,560 20.3 19.3 0.8 0.5 l.t 0.8 4.1 3.8 
23,055 100.0 100.0 toQ.o 100.0 100.0 too.o 100.0 100.0 

22,2s0 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.8 0.5 0.3 0.2 
46,S50 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 O.t 0.5 0.4 
36,170 0.0 1.5 1.4 3.0 2.9 1.8 1.6 
12,*24 1.8 1.6 0.0 0.0 
45,890 ICQ.O 100.0 0.1 0. t O.* 0.1 34.0 33.9 
49,040 100.0 100.0 0.2 
74,460 100.0 10Q.O 33.4 3::: 

33,650 11.1 10.4 8.8 8.t 9.1 8.2 i6.7 17.2 
23,765 0.1 0.1 0.7 0.3 ?.6 0.8 0.8 0.4 
48,397 3.7 ?.9 1.9 3.8 3.8 3.6 3.5 

6,540 0.0 ::: 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.? 0.1 0.1 
11,808 0.6 0.6 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.8 
f0,854 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.0 
60,640 0.2 0.2 0.0 0.1 O.i 0.3 0.1 

160,551 100.0 IOQ.O 0.3 0.1 0.5 0.3 1.1 1,() 
50,410 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.0 
95, 90Q Im.o 100.0 0.2 0.2 35.2 34.5 0.3 0.2 
22,305 1.1 1.3 0.3 0.2 0.3 0.2 41.2 39,9 
67, 180 0.8 0.8 1.1 1.0 1.1 1.1 1.3 1.2 

8,056 0.1 0.1 0.0 
53,397 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 42.7 40.4 0.0 0.0 

6,994 0.5 0.3 0.3 0.1 0.4 0.1 0.3 0.1 
61,440 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.8 0.7 0.5 0.5 
t6, 760 1<1 1.0 t.3 0.9 t.5 t.o t.8 1.4 

5,914 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.3 0.5 0.4 0.5 0.4 
67,004 0.0 0.0 O.i 0.0 0.2 O.t 0.1 0.0 
13,465 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.3 0<1 
37,647 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

4,699 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.6 0.5 0.4 0.4 

33.290 100.0 100.0 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.1 
l,90f !00.0 100.0 0. i 0.1 0.2 0.2 

NoT STATED OATA INCLUDE NOT REp0RTA6LE (ITEM WAS NOT ON RECORD OF ENTIRE REpORTING AREA) ANO NOT 
COMPLETED (ITEM WAS ON THE RECORD BUT NOT FILLEO IN). 

FIGURES FOR THE MRA 00 NOT INCLUOE OATA FOR PUERTO RICO ANO THE VIRGIN ISLANDS. 
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TABLE C. PERCENT OF MARRIAGE RECOROS ON WHICH SPECIFIEO CHARACTERISTICS WERE NOT STATEO: 
MARRIAGE-REGISTRATION AREA, EACH REGISTRATION STATE, PUERTO RICO, 

AND VIRGIN ISLANDS, 1987 

RESIDENT 
STATUS IN INTERVAL SINCE NATIVITY STATUS TYPE OF 

PLACE WHERE LAST MARRIAGE IN STATE CEREMONY 
MARRIEO ENOEO WHERE MARRIEO EOUCATION PERFORMEO 

ORIOE GROOM ORIOE BRIOE GROOM BRIOE GROOM 
MARRIAGE-REGISTRATION 

AREA ----------------

ALABAMA 
ALASKA 
CALIFORNIA 
COLORADO 
CONNECTICUT 
DELAWARE 
015T OF COLUMBIA 

FLORIDA 
GEORGIA 
HAWAII 
IOAHO 
ILLINOIS 
INOIANA 
IOWA 

KANSAS 
KENTUCKY 
LOUISIANA 
MAINE 
MARYLANO 
MASSACHUSETTS 
MICHIGAN 

MINNESOTA€
MISSISSIPPI€
MISSOURI€
MONTANA€
NEBRASKA€
NEW HAMPSHIRE€
NEW dERSEY€

NEW YORK -------------
NORTH CAROLINA 
OHIO----------------- 
OREGON ---------------
PENNSYLVANIA 
RHOOE ISLANO 
SOUTH CAROLINA 

SOUTH OAHOTA€
TENNESSEE€
UTAH€
VERMONT€
VIRGINIA€
WEST VIRGINIA€
WISCONSIN ------------ 
WYOMING -------------- 

PUERTO RICO 
VIRGIN ISLANDS 

0.3 0.2 42.0 42,6 0.6 0.6 63.4 63,4 7,9 

100.0 100.0 0.3 0.3 100.0 100.0 0.3 
0.5 0.3 100.0 100.0 0.2 0.1 99.9 99,9 0.5 
0.0 0.0 15.3 16.2 0.1 0.1 0.4 0.6 0.2 
0.1 0,0 3.0 4.2 0.6 0.7 100.0 100.0 1.1 

100.0 100.0 0.2 0.1 1.9 1,7 0.2 
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 0.0 

0,0 100.0 100.0 foo.o 100,0 100.0 100:0 0.6 

0.0 0.0 5.9 7.1 0.0 0.0 100.0 100,0 0,0 
0.1 0.1 48.2 48.8 0.4 0.5 100.0 100.0 0.4 

0.1 0.2 0.0 
100.0 100.0 O.i 0.0 100.0 100,0 0.3 

0.0 0.0 13.0 14.9 0.1 0.1 46.7 46.7 0.0 
0.2 0.1 100.0 100.0 4.6 2.5 100.0 100.0 0.8 

0.0 100.0 100.0 0.1 0.3 100.0 100.0 700 0 

0.0 5.5 5.9 0.6 o.a 0.9 0.8 0.1 
0.5 0.6 27.3 31.3 0.1 0.2 16.5 16.4 0.8 
1.1 0.4 ls.i 17.3 1.3 1.5 32.1 32.4 19.5 

0.3 0.2 0.0 0.0 3.5 3.6 
6.4 6.0 100.0 100.0 0.2 0.2 100.0 100.0 0.2 
0.0 100.0 100.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 100.0 0.2 

100.0 100.0 0.2 0.2 100.0 100.0 0.3 

0.2 53.7 54.4 0.4 0.4 100.0 100.0 0.7 
o.~ 0.0 13.3 17.0 0.3 0.4 1.3 1.1 0.1 
0.1 0.1 43.2 44.9 1.9 1.9 23.5 23.4 i.a 
0.0 9.7 9.9 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.2 

7.2 8.1 0.0 0.0 0.7 0.7 100.0 
0.1 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.2 

100.0 100.0 0.2 0.3 100.0 100.0 0.6 

0.0 0.0 7.7 6.8 0.1 0.1 100.0 100.0 0.2 
0.0 0.0 0.9 0.6 0.1 0.1 0.3 0.1 o,a 
0.5 0.5 foo.o 100.0 0.2 0.1 100.0 100.0 100.0 
0.2 0.1 22.3 25.1 0.2 0.2 100.0 100,0 0.2 

0.0 6.3 6.6 0.2 0.3 100.0 100.0 1.5 
0.0 0.1 0.1 0.0 

0.0 100.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 100.0 0.1 

0.1 100.0 100.0 0.0 0.1 100.0 100.0 O.i 
0.2 0.1 9.6 9.9 0.4 0.9 2.6 2.7 1.3 

0.1 8.1 9.2 0.5 0.7 4.1 3.6 0.2 
2.8 2.7 0.0 0.1 0.6 0.6 0.1 

0.0 0.0 4.a 5.6 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.1 
0.1 100.0 100.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 100.0 1.1 

0.2 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 
10.9 13.5 0.1 0.0 la.i ia.3 0.1 

0.2 0,1 100.0 100.0 0.2 0.1 100.0 100.0 0.2 
0.7 100.0 100.0 0.2 0.1 100.0 100.0 0.6 

NOT sTATEO DATA INcLuOE NOT REPORTABLE (ITEM WAS NOT ON RECORO OF ENTIRE REPORTING AREA) ANO NOT 
COMPLETEO (ITEM WAS ON THE RECORD BUT NOT FILLED IN). 

FIGURES FOR THE MRA 00 NOT INCLUDE OATA FOR PUERTO RICO AND THE VIRGIN ISLANOS. 
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Addltlona tootnotes for Table C. 

Number of this marriage IS not reported by the followlng States. 
For these States , total marriages include the fol lowing percentages 
of remarriages: 

Area 

Colorado 
Idaho 
Maryland 
Oregon 

Bride Groom 

39 9 35.9 
46.9 43.3 
33.9 33.8 
41,1 39,8 

Previous Marital Status IS not reported for remarrlaaes bv the 
following States. For these States, total marriages- Include‘ 
the fol lowing percentages of remarriages: 

Area Bride Groom 

Michigan 33.4 34.2 
Ohio 35 1 34 4 
South Carol Ina 42.7 40.4 
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SOURCES OF DATA 

Marriage and divorce statistics in this volume are based 
on information from two sources: (1) Complete coun~ of 
events obtained from all States and (2) data on character. 
istics from marriage and divorce certificates from States 
meeting certain reporting criteriz 

State and local ol%cials annually provide complete 
counts of marriages and divorces by county of occurrence, 
the number of annulments granted in each State, and mar­
riages by month of occurrence. From these counts marriage 
and divorce totals are derived Rates are computed for each 
State, geographic divisio~ regio~ registration are~ and for 
the United States. 

Data on marriages and divorces and of the persons in­
volved for the States that constitute the marriage-registra­
t]on area (MRA) and the divorce-registration area (DRA) 
are based on information from two sources, For some States, 
samples of records are drawn by he National Center for 
Health Statistics (NCHS) from microfilm copies of the orig­
inal certificates received from the State regishation offices, 

Other States submit computer tapes to NCHS through the 
Vital Statistics Cooperative Program (VSCP). For these 
States the complete File is usecL Statistical data for 1985 for 
both marriages and divorces were provided through the 
VSCP by eight States—Illinois, Missouri, Nebraska, New 

York (except New York City marriages), Rhode Island 
South Carolinz Vermon~ and Virginiz Preceded marriage 
data were also provided by Florid% Maine, Montana and 
New Hampshire. 

Marriage and divorce statistics for the United States, 
for the regishation areas, and for individual States are 
limited to events occurring during the year and registered 
within the specified area Interlocutory divorce decrees or 
decrees ‘“nisi” (which grant that the divorce takes per­
manent effect at a specific time in the future if the couple 
does not reconcile in the meantime) are included among 
the records of the States that grant them, usually for the 
year in which they were granted Tabulations are by place 
of occurrence and include events occurring to nonresi­
dents, 

Marriages or divorces of members of the Armed Forces 
or other U.S. nationals that occur outside the United States 
are excluded from t-he tabulations. United States refers to 
the 50 States and the District of Columbia Alaska has been 
included in the U.S. tabulations since 1959 and Hawaii 
since 1960. Data for Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands 
were compiled for 1985 and preceding years except 

1966-69 and 1972. Data for these areas were processed 
separately from the rest of the MRA and DRA and appear 
in section 3 of this volume. 

Sources of marriage and divorce data since 1867 are 
shown in table 4–1, a description nf these sources can be 

found in section 7, Volume III, Vital Statistics o~the united 
States, 1960. 

COUNTS OF EVENTS 

Nationwide counts 

ln 1985 the total coun~ of marriages by State and 
county were obtained from centml files of marriage records 
for 47 States and the District of Columbia Regishation of­
ficials of New York City supplied the counts for the five 
boroughs. In the States without central fi]es—Arizors~ New 

Mexico, and Oklahoma— counts were obtained from coun­
ties by State officials and reported to NCHS. New Mexico 

reported the number of premarital healt_b examination forms 
issued rather than the number of marriages performed. 
Counts of marriages performed in 1985 were not received 
from one county in each of the following states: Kentucky, 
Mississippi, and Ohio. 

Beginning with final marriage statistics for 1978, non-
licensed (confidential) marriages registered in California 
were included in national and geographic totals and rates. 
Section 4213 of the California Civd Code allows unmarried 
couples who have been living together to be married con­
fidentially without obtaining a marriage license or health 
certificate. In 1972 this section wm amended to require 
county clerks to keep sealed records of these marriages 
and periodically to report the total number to the Cali­
fornia State Department of Health Services. Since report­
ing began, nonlicensed marriages have increased rapidly, 
from 2,857 in 1973 to 77,002 in 1985. 

Total counts of divorces by State and county include 
decrees of absolute divorce and of annulment as well as 
decrees of marriage dissolution in~oduced in many States 
during the 1970s. These counts were obtained from cen­
tral files of 46 States and the District of Columbia Either 
local or State ot%cials provided the county totals for the 
four States without central files of divorce records, Local 
officials in Indiana supplied the county totals, For Indiana 
counties where no data were provided by local officials, the 
number of divorces w= obtained from the 1985 Indiana 
Judicial Report State officials in Arizona and Oklahoma 

4-3 
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obtained the county totafs and forwarded them to NCHS. 
S~~te officials in New Mexico supplied the number of peti­
tions filed from court records. 

Divorces and annulments in 1985 were not reported 
for one county or more in the following States: Arkansas 
(2), California (2), Kentucky (2), Louisiana (10), Mississippi 
(3), New Mexico (l), Ohio (l), Tennessee (l), Texas (6), 
and Wisconsin (l). The number OFdivorces for some coun­
ties in Indiana is based on the number of petitions filed, 
rather than on the divorce decrees granted. 

When mzuriages or divorces are not reported for coun­
ties, the following criteria are applied for the data shown in 
tables 1–5, 1–6, 1-49, 2-3, 2–36, and 3–2: 

1.	 The State totals are published as reported even 
when there are nonreporting counties. 

2.	 If the population of nonreporting areas in the latest 
available census is less than 1 percent of the State 
population, the State total does not have a footnote 
to indicate that the data are incomplete. 

3.	 If the population of nonreporting areas is LO-9.9 
percent of the State population, data for the State 
and division have the footnote ‘iData are incom­
plete,” Rates are compute~ and no estimates are 
made for the missing data 

4.	 If the population of nonreporting areas is 10 per-
cent or more of the State population, the State and 
division totals have the footnote “Data are incom­
plete,” and the man-iage or divorce rate is not cosn­
puted. Estimates are made for inclusion in the totals 
for the region and the United States, and rates are 
computed. Figures for the region and United States 
have the footnote “Figure includes estimates.” 

These criteria and footnotes apply rdso to data for standsrd 
metropolitan statistical areas shown in tables 1-48 and 
2-35. 

Standard metropolitan statistical areas 

The standard metropolitan statistical areas (SMSA’S) 
used in this report (tables 1-48 and 2-35) are those estab­
lished by the U.S. Office of Management and Budget, using 
find 1980 census population counts, and used by the U.S. 
Bureau of the Census except in the New Ersgfand States. 

Except in the New England States. an SMSA is a county 
or a group of contiguous counties containing a city of 50,000 
inhabitants with a totaf metropolitan population of at least 
100,000, In addition to the county or counties containing 
such a city or cities, contiguous counties are included in an 
SMSA i( according to specified criteri~ they are essentially 
metropolitan in chamcter and are sociafly and economically 
integratecf with the central city or cities. 

In the New England States the U.S. Office of Manage-
Inent Jnd Budget uses towns and cities mther than counties 
,1sglwgritphic components of SMSA’S.The Ntitinnid Center 

, for Ilc;dth Statistics cannot, howmwr, use the SMSA clwsi-
1 

fication for these Spates becmse its data are not ended to 
identi~ all towns. Instead, the New England County Metro­
politan Areas are used. These arem we established by the 
U.S. Office of Management and Budget and are misde up of 
county units. 

DATA FROM MARRIAGE AND 
DIVORCE CERTIFICATES 

Registration areas 

Registration areas for collecting marriage statistics 
were established in 1957 and for divorce statistics, in 1958. 
These areas include States with adequate programs for 
collecting marriage and divorce statistics. Criteria for par­
ticipation in the regiskation areas are 

1. A central file of marriage or divorce records 
2.	 A statistical report conforming closely in content 

to the U.S. Standard License and Certificate of 
Marriage (figure 4-1) or U.S. Standard Certificate 
of Divorce, Dissolution of Marriage or Annulment 
(figure 4-2) 

3. Regular reporting to the State office by all local 
areas in which marriages or divorces are recorded 

4. Tests for completeness of marriage or divorce regis­
tration and completeness of reporting of items on 
the records carried out in cooperation with NCHS, 

In 1985 the MFL4 (fimsre 4-3) comprised 42 States,.. 
the District of Columbi~ the independent registration area 
of New York City, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands. The 
DRA (figure 4–4) included31 States and the Virgin Islands. 
Table 4-2 shows when States and independent registration 
areas established central files and when they were admitted 
to the MM and DRA 

In the statistical tabulations in this volume, rnaniage­
registratiors area refers only to the 42 States and the Dis­
trict of Columbia Diuorce-registratiori area refers to the 31 
States. Marriages in the MRA accounted for 80 percent of 
all marriages in the United States in 1985, and divorces in 
the DRA accounted for 48 percent of afl divorces. 

Wndard certificates 

The U.S. Standard License and Certificate of Marriage 
(figure 4-1) and the U.S. Standard Certificate of Divorce, 
Dissolution of Marriage or Annulment (figure 4-2), issued 
by the Public Health Service, serve as the principal means 
of obtaining compiuable data from documents used to col­
lect information on marriages and divorces in the United 
Sttites. Model reporting forms, prepared in close collabor~­
tion with the Public Heidth Conference on Records mr.1 
Statistics, were first recnmmcncled tn the Stfitcs in 1954 for 
;tclnptinn Januoq 1, 195,5, mw.1stood without revision through 
1967. 
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FIGURE 4-1. 
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Revised standard certificates were recommended to 
the States for use beginning January 1, 1968. A description 
of the original standard cetilcate can be found in the 
Technical Appendix, Vital Statistics of the United States 

1960, Volume III; a description of the first revision can be 
found in the Technical Appendix of the same volume for 
1968. 

A second revision of each of the standard certificates 
wm recommended to the States for use beginning January 

1, 1978. The marriage certificate was revised to include, in 
addition to date of birth, an item requesting age and an 
item for both the title of the person performing the cere­
mony and the type of ceremony (civil or religious) in place 
of the item for oRiciant (civil or religious). On the divorce 

In,€

,,,,,� ,,,, ., CEREMONY 

,,,,,,,.”, ., ,,,,, ,,,,,,,, 

,#, 101€

W,,. ES TO CE. EMOM,€

1 1€

! ?m 2s€

certificate, items requesting person to whom decree was 
granted and legal grounds for divorce were deleted; the 
item requesting specification of plaintiff was changed to 
petitioner; and the items referring to children involved in 
divorce were changed to request number of children ever 
born alive of this marriage and children under 18 in this 
family. 

Each State and independent registration area deter-
mines the form and content of its vital records. Conse­
quently, the records vary in certain details. Although modi­
fied in each State as required by particular needs or by 
special provisions of the State vital statistics law, the mar­
riage and divorce certificates of most States in the MRA 
and DRA conform closely to the standard certificates. 
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FIGURE 4-2. 
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‘rable 4-3 lists items on the US, Stanctarcl LIC.3Me ZUIa may diner mom tne state count because or amerences 

Certificate of Maniage and shows which States had the bekveen NCHS and State cutoff dates in accepting records. 

items on their forms in 1985. Table 4-4 shows the same The sample estimate of marriages in the MRA differed 

information for the U.S. Standard Certificate of Divorce, from the complete count in 1985 by 4 percent It differed 

Dissolution of Marriage or AnnulmenL by less than 3 percent in all States except Califomiz which 
differed by 35 percent In Cafifom@ nonlicensed marriages 
were not available for inclusion in the MRA marriage sample 

Area totals (see earlier discussion in “Nationwide counts”). The 5-

percent sample of California marriages for 1985 wss drawn 

The estimated totals based on sample data differ slightly from 145,740 licensed marriages. The corresponding weight 

from the figures obtained from complete counts of events for California sample records was based on this total. Be-

furnished by the State and local offices. When possible cause no information is available on the characteristics of 

major differences are reconciled before the sample data persons obtaining nonlicensed marriages, OO estimate is 

are weighted and tabulated However, even in States where available for the hiss introduced in sample estimates by the 

afl records are included in the sample, the sample estimate omission of these marriages. In the District of Columbis, 

5 
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FIGURE 4-3. 

the count exceeded the sample by 2 percent. For New York 
City the count was derived from the-lOO percent sample of 
records provided to NCHS by City officials. 

The sample estimate of divorces in the DRA differed€
from the complete count by less than 0.2 percen~ It dif­€
fered by less than 1 percent in all States except Connecti-€
CUt<where it differed by 1.6 percent€

Characteristics of marriages and divorces€

The general rules used to classify and code items for€
marriages and divorces are set forth in NCHS Ins-tmction€

Martua( Parts 6 and 7, respectively, for 1985. The cl= 
sification of certain important items is discussed below. 

The dates of birth, marriage, separation, and divorce€
are used to calculate the age at marriage, interval to remar­€
riage, age at divorce, duration of marriage, duration of mar­€
riage to separation, and duration of separation to decree.€
The State of mamage, State of residence, and State of birth€
are used to derive residency and nativity status.€

Information about previous marriages of the spouses is€
obtained from two items—number of this man-iage and pre­€
vious marital status. First marriages and remarriages (re­€
ferred to as marriage order) can be identified if either item€
is stated. The District of Columbia and 34 States requested€

both items on theu marriage certificates Colorado, Id~ho,€
Maryland and Oregon requestd only prewous marital st~­€
tus. For these States the number of not-stated cases for the€
number of this marriage was reduced by the number of€
cases assumed to be first marriages because previous mari­€
tal status was stated as single, Michigan and Ohio requested€
only the number of times previously married. Not-stated€
cases for previous marital status were reduced by the num­€
ber of persons assumed to be single because they had been€
previously married “O’” times, South Carolina requested€
number of this marriage. Not-sttied cases were reduced by€
those assumed single because the number was “l.” Both€
items-previous marital status and number of this mm-iage­€
were removed from the Iowa marriage certificate July 1,€
1976.€

Tbe number of States reporting interval to remarriage€
increased from 18 in 1970 to 27 in 1985. However, during€
that time, a few States either stopped reporting this infor­€
mation or stopped and then resumed reporting.€

During computer processing of the marriage dat< values€
were allocated for missing ages of bride and groom. Re-€
porting of these items has been almost 100 percent com­€
plete since 1960. No allocation was done during computer€
processing of divorce datz However, before age-specific€
divorce rates were calculated figures for age not-stated€
were distributed.€
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FIGURE 4-4. 

.—— 

Children involved in divorces 

To obtain national estimates for 1970–85, the average 
number of children under 18 years of age per decree for 
the DFIA wss multiplied by the national divorce totaf. For 

1965-69 the average number of children per decree was 

computed for the 16 States that had reported children with 
a satisfactory degree of completeness in 1965 (Alask% 
Hawaii, Idaho, Iowz Kans~ Michigam Missouri, Montana 

Nebrask~ ohio, Oregon, South Dakotz Tennessee, Vir­
gini~ Wisconsin, and Wyoming); the national divorce total 
was multiplied by this average. l%is method was also used 
to revise figures for 1961-64, originaf]y estimated by using 
a different method. Consequently, data for 1961-64 shown 
in table 2-11 differ from figures appearing in Volume III, 
Vital Statistics of the United States prior to 1965, In 1960 
the estimate was based on sample data for the United States. 
For earlier years total counts from States reporting the num­
ber of children were used to estimate the children involved 
in divorce for the United States. 

The race of a child involved in a divorce is inferred 
from the race of the husband and wife. When both spouses 
sre in the same racial catego~, the child is assigned to that 
category. When the husband is white and the wife is not, 
the child is assigned to the wife”s race. When the husband 

_ _——- .— —...— 

is not white, the child is assigned to the husbands mce. 
when the race of only one spouse is stated, the child is 
assigned to the stated race. 

Sampling procedures 

The registration area samples were designed to yield 
estimates of State totals as well as frequency distributions 
by characteristics of the spouses. A sampling rate was des­
ignated for each of the States so that the selected sample 
would consist of at least 2,500 records. Five different sam­
pling rates were used—all records, 1/2, 1/5, 1/10, and 

1/20. All records were automatically included in the samples 
for States submitting data through the Vital Statistics CcF 
operative Program. Overall, about 40 percent of all mar­
riages in the MRA md about 48 percent of all divorces in 
the DRA were included in the samples for 1985. 

The sampling procedures assure for each State a rela­
tive variance of 4 percent or less on a l-percent estimate, 
that is, on an estimate of a characteristic that comprises 1 

percent of the total events in the State. The sampling rates, 
number of events, and sample cases by State for 1985 are 
shown in tables 4–5 (mwritiges) and 4-6 (divorces). 

. 
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Sampling errors In this formula when the number of sample records, 
n,, is the same a the total marriages, N,, the numerator 

Statistics for States where all records were used have becomes zero, and there is no sampling error for States that 
no sampling error, For other States each statistic has a have afl their records processed. Because the vafues of p. 
sampling error (or standard error) denoted by d(x), The and qti are complementary, their product (Pvqq) remans 
sampling error is primarily a measure of variation that oc- the same if their values are reversed. For instance, the esti­
curs by chance because a sample of records is surveyed mated sampling error for an estimate of 5 percent is the 
father than the entire population. The sampling error can same as the sampling error for 95 percent. Therefore, the 
be computed because within each State or registration area sampling error for both values is listed in one column in 
the probability that a record will be chosen for the sample tables 4–7 and 4–8 under the heading “5 or 95.” 
is known (either d] recor& 1/2, 1/5, 1/10, or 1/20, as shown For example, to calculate the sampling error for pre-
in tables 4–5 and 4–6). For about 68 percent of all possible viously widowed Alabama brides 
samples of equal size, the estimate from the sample would 
differ from the value obtained from a complete count by Ni = 46,070, the F@ count of Alabama m-ages 
less than the standard error. For about 95 percent of all (table 1-5) 
samples, the difference would be less than twice the stand- n, = 4,61)7, the number of sample records for 

ard error. Alabama (table 4–5) 
Sampling errors are shown in table 4-7 for marriages Xu = 2,030, the estimated frequency of previ­

and table 4–8 for divorces, To facilitate comparisons among ously widowed Abhma brides (table I-29) 
registration States with widely varying totals of marriages pu = the number of previoady widowed Alabamm 
and divorces, the sampling errors for the registration areas brides expressed as a percent of all mar-
and participating States are shown for frequencies ex- figes: 2,030/46,070 = 0.04 or 4 percent 
pressed as percents of State or registration area totafs. For 9g=l– Py = 0.96 or 96 percent€
example, table 1–37 shows 18,969 marriages to brides 65€
years of age and over in the MRA for 1985. Th]s estimated€
frequency is about 1 percent of all brides in t_he !vlRA€
(1,858,783), In table 4-7 under the column” 1 or 99” in the 

u(2,030) = 
46,070(4 1.463)(.04)(.96) = ~06€

row for the total MRA, the sampling error is 407. Thus 4.606€

chances are about 68 out of 100 that the actual number of€
marriaees to brides 65 vears of a~e and over is within one So chances are 68 out of 100 that the actual number of€

standard error of the estimate from this particular sample previously widowed Alabama brides is between 1,904 and€

(18,969 & 407), or between 18,562 and 19,376, The interval 2,156 (2,030 * 126).€

from 18,562 to 19,376 is cafled a 68-percent confidence The estimated sampling error for the MflA can be com­€
interval for the actual number of marriages of brides 65 puted from the formula€
years of age and over. The sampling error of a given fre­€

=(r)=lm== 
U(r,,) = 

‘i(N, – nr)ptiqj

n,—1 
where 

43 = the 42 States and the District of Columbia in the 
where MBA 

Nk = the final count of even~ reported by the kth 

quency of marriages or divorces in a particular State can be€
calculated from the formula€

v’
i = a State or registration area MFIA State 
j = a subclass, such as an age group of brides n~ = the number of sample records in the same State 

Ni = the final count of events reported by State i (table pkl = the estimated percent of all cases in State k with 
1-5 or 2-3) the characteristic 

n, = the number of sample records in State i (table ~k, = 1 – Pk,­
4–5 or 4–6) 

psv= estimated proportion of all cases with the charac- Using the same formul~ sampling errors for the DRA shown 
teristic to be studied for State i (shown in table in table 4–8 were computed by summing over the 3 I States€
4–7 or 4-8 x a percent under “ 1 or 99,” “2 or in the DfW€
98,” “3 or 97,”’ and so forth) Many of the tables in this volume show percent dis­€

%i=l– PIJ tributions rather than frequencies. The sampling error for 
Ii = NipiJ, the estimated frequency of the character- such a percent can be computed by dividing the sampling 

istic under study. error found in table 4–7 or 4–8 by the estimated total 
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numlm d lwcnts I’m (IIC imw For twmpk, tdk 1– 11 
shmvs that 4.4 percent d Ahdxuna brides wcw pr(’vimldy 
widowed. In tid)lc 4–7 unckr the column “4 or 96” the 
Akhrma sampling mrur is 126. Divide 126 hy 46,07(1, the 
estimated number of mtrritiges in Akdmrna as shown in the 
stub of the same ttihle. The result is 0.3 percent, the sam­
pling error for an estimated 4 percent of 1985 Ahdmrnti 
marriages. Thus chances are about 68 out of 100 that the 
acturd percent of previoudy widowed Colorado brides is 
4.4 & 0.3, or between 4.1 and 4.7 percent. 

The following formula is used to compute a szmpling 
error for the proportion of events in a subclass of J sub 
group, where the number of events in the subgroup is also 
subject to ssmpling erro~ 

‘+)=w“”- (;)’@’” 
where 

~ = the estimated frequency of the subgroup 
= = the e5timated (+equency of the subclass of the 

subgroup 
@(rj) = the sampling error of y from table 4-7 or 4-8 
6(x) = the sampling error of x from table 4-7 or 4-8. 

To illustrate, for the sampling error for the proportion of all 
previously married Michigan brides who were 45-54 years 
of age, let 

~ = 1,920 previoWIY married Michigan brides who 

were 45-54 years of age (table 1-33) 
y = 25,380 previously married Michigan brides 

: = 0.076 

d(z) =&(i,920) = 172 from “2 or 98” in table 4-7, 
as x is 0.02 of alf Michigan brides (z/N = 1.920/ 
79,040 = 0.02) 

~Y) = @25,380)= 557 by interpolation between 
““25 or 75” ~d “50” ifi table 4-7, as y is 0.32 

of alf Michigan brides (y/7V= 25,380/79,040 
= 0.32) 

and, 

4=(+)< 1722- (.076) Z(557)Z 

= 0.007 or 0.7 percentage points. 

So chances are 68 out of 100 that the actual proportion of 
previously married Michigan brides who were 45-54 years 
of age is 0.076 * 0.007, or between 6.9 percent and 8.3 
percent 

The statistical significance of the difference between 
two proportions may be tested by the following formula 

(x,/y,) – WY,) 

/6qr,/y,) + &(x2/Y2) 

wh[w~ tlli, s’s iInd l/-s rt,prt,stmt thr smm{,sul),grl~ups.1sdJOV(’. 
Imt {Jltwo ptq)lll;I’tit)ns, and where the (I[,]l[)l]lill;ltt)r. Imder 
the squmc root sign, rcpresenth tllc~sampling ~mwr 01 tlw 
dift’crcnm’ lwtwecn the proportions ~1/t/ I Jnd sJ!/z ~ho~v’l 
in the munt’rdor nf thefomluh~ If’ d]is ratin is 2 m larger. 

the difkrcncc hetwecn proportions is cnnsickrecl signifi­
cant tit the 0.0s level. 

For exmmpk, 7.6 percent of previously married brides 
in Michigm were 45-54 years of age, with a sampling error 
of 0.7 percentage points. Using the same procedure for 
previously married brides in New Jersey, 0.124 or 12.4 per-
cent were 45-54 years of age, with a sampling error of 
0.011 or 1.1 percentage point. Substituting these values in 
the formula above gives the foHowing resuks: . 

.123 – .076 – .047 – 3.7 

/(,011)’ + (.007)’ .013 

Because the difference between We proportions di­
vided by the sampling error is greater than Z, this differ­
ence of 3.2 percentage points between remarried brides 
45-54 years of age in Michigan and those in New Jersey is 
expected to occur by chance less than once in 20 times; the 
difference is statistically significant at the 0.05 level. There-
fore, it can be concluded that more of the previously mar­
ried brides were 45-54 years of age in New Jersey than in 
Michigan. 

Information not reported 

Nonresponse errors in marriage and divorce data may 
arise from any of the following three sources. 

1.€ The item is not on the certificate of a particular 
reporting area For example, the item “color” was 
removed from the 1971 revision of the Massachu­
setts marriage record 

2.€ Sometimes when a State revises its form to include 
additional items, copies of the old form are used by 
registration oi%ces until their supply is exhausted. 

3.€ AlthouA the item maybe on the form, there mav 
be no r~sponse, or the-response may be illegible o; 
unusable. 

Items not answered for any of these three reasons are 
tabulated m “not stated.” Tables 4-9 and 4-10 show the 

proportions of not-stated cases for specified characteristics 
of marriages and divorces for 1985. A major proportion of 
the not-stated cases for the MRA and DIM was due to the 
absence of items on some of the reporting forms (not re-
portable). On the divorce records, personal information 
(age, race, and so forth) typicafly has been less completely 
reported than information about the dissolved marriage or 
about the type of decree. 

Other sources of error 

hsconsistent responses-Occasionally, for both mar­
riages and divorces, the responses to related items me in­

. . 
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consistent. For example, the previous marital status of the those years. Rates for all other years are breed on the esti­
bride or groom, as shown on the marriage certificate, may mated midyear (July 1) population for the respective years. 
not be consistent with the stated number of times married Rates are based on population estimates including Armed 

or number of this marriage. Such differences are reconciled Forces stationed in the United States but excluding Armed 

before tabulation. Forces abroad, except divorce rates for 194 1–46 which are 
Ambiguous wording of items— Some of the items are based on populations including Armed Forces abroad. 

worded so that they do not yield information easily classi- Since 1980, rates by previous marital status for the MRA 
fied in standardized categories. This often leads to errors in have been based on the unmarried population 15 years of 
classification, most frequently of geographic place names age and over rather than 14 years and over, which had 
(residence, place of marriage, and place of birth) and of been the standmd until 1980. Marriages of brides and grooms 
previous marriages. under 15 years of age were included in data for the MRA 

Microjlm errors-Errors in the arrangement of the totals and the youngest age group. 
records received on microfilm in NCHS sometimes occur The resident population for the United States for 
when numbers on the records are out of sequence, missing, 1920–85 and for the MRA and DRA for 1957–85 is shown 
or duplicated, or when records that are not part of the in tables 4– 11 and 4—12. The sources for these populations 
universe being sampled are erroneously included in the are shown in table A. 
file, The resident population estimate for 1985 for each 

Processing errors— Errors may arise in coding keying, State is shown m table 4–13 The unmarried population by 
or tabulating the data However, 100 percent of sample age, marital status, and sex for the MRA is shown in table 
coding was verified; data already on computer tape were 4– 14, and the married population by age and sex for the 
edited for impossible codes and for inconsistencies. DRA is shown in table 4–15. 

In general, for most of the data from 1960 onward the Rates for 1971–79, except those by marital status, have 
completeness and year-tc+year consistency are evidence been revised based on revised population estimates which 
of the basic reliability and coverage of the marriage- and are consistent with the 1980 census levels and therefore 
divorce-registration systems. may differ from rates published in the volumes for those 

years, The 1980 census counted about 5,5 million more 

COMPUTATION OF RATES persons than bad been estimated for April 1, 1980 The 
revised estimates for the United States are published by 

Population bases the U.S. Bureau of the Census in the Current Poprhion 
Reports, Series P–25, Number 917. Population estimates by 

The rates shown in this report were computed on the month are based on data published ]n the cument Poprda­
bmis of population statistics prepared by the U.S. Bureau of tiors %por-ts, Series P–25, Number 899. Unpubhshed rewsed 

the Census. Rates for the census years 1940–80 are based on estimates for States were obtained from the U.S. Bureau of 

the population enumerated as of April 1 in the censuses of the Census. 

. 
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Table A. Sources for R&.ident Population: United States, 1920-85, and States in Marriage- and Divorce-Registration Areaa, 1957-85 

Area and year 

United States 

19.95 --------- 
1983-84 ------ 

1982 --------- 
1981 --------- 

19s0 --------- 
1971-79 ------ 
1970 --------- 

1969 --------- 

1968 --------- 

1967 --------- 

1966 --------- 

1960-65 ------ 
1951-59 ------ 
1940-50 ------ 
1920-39 ------ 

States in marriage- 

and divorce 
registration areas 

1985 --------- 
1983?64 ------ 
1982 --------- 

1981 --------- 
19.90 --------- 

1970 --------- 

1971-79 ------ 
1969 --------- 
196.9 --------- 
1967 --------- 
1965-66 ------ 

1964 --------- 
1963 --------- 
1962 --------- 

1961 --------- 

1960 --------- 
1959 --------- 

1958 --------- 

1957 --------- 

Source 

U. S. Bureau of the Census. Current Population Reports, Seties P-25, No. 1000. JuIY 1986. 

U. S. Bureau of the Census, Current Popu/afion Reporfs, Series P-25, No,965, Mar. 19B5. 

U.S. Bureau of the Census, Current Popu/alfon Reporfs, Series P-25, No, 949. May 1964. 

U.S. Bureau of the Census, Current Popu/afiorr Reports, Series P-25, No. 929, May 1963. 
U. S. Buraauof the Census, U. S, Census of Popu/arion; 1980, Genera/ Population Characterjsfics, PC(80)-l, A1-A52. 1983. 
U.S. Bureauof the Census, Current Population Reporta, Series P-25, No.917, JuIY19B2. 
U.S. Bureau of the Census, U. S, Census of Population: 1970, Number of/nhabitanls, Final Repofi, pC(l)-Al, United States 
Summary, 1971. 

U. S. Bureau of the Census, Current Population Repotis, Seties P-25, No.44l, Mar. 19,1970. 

U.S. Bureau of the Census, Currenf Popufaflon Reports, Series P-25, No. 416, Feb. 17, 1969. 

U.S. Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P-25, No. 365, Feb. 14, 1966. 

U.S. Bureau of the Censue, Current Popu/afion Reports, Series P-25, No. 352, Nov. 16, 1966. 
U. S. Bureau of the Census, Current Popu/afion RepotiS Series P-25, No,321. Nov.3O, 1965. 
U. S. Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P-25, No.310. June 30,1965. 
U. S. Bureau of the Census, Current Popu/afion ReporfSSeries P-25, No.499, May 1973. 
Naffonal Office of Vftaf Statistics, Vita/ Sratisttcs Rafesin the United Stafes, 1900-1940, l947, 

U. S. Bureau of the Census, Current Population Repoti& Series P-25, No. 101 O, Sept, 19S6.•
U.S. Bureau of the Census,’ Current Population Report& Series P-25, No. 970, June 1965.•
U. S. Bureau oftha Census, Current Population Repotis Series P-25, No. 951, May 1964.•

U.S. Bureau of the Census, Currenf Popufafion Reporfq Series P-25, No. 930, April 1963.•

U.S. Bureau of the Census, U.S. Census of Population: 1980, General Population Characlerkfics, PC(60)-1, Al -A52, 1983•
U.S. Bureau of the Census, U.S. Census of Population: 1970, Number of Inhabitants, Final Report, PC(1 )-Al, United States•

Summary, 1971.•
U.S. Bureau of the Census, unpublished data.•
U.S. Bureau of the Census, Curranl Popu/afion Reporfs, Series P-25, No. 436, Jan, 7, 197o,•
U.S. Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reporrs, Series P-25, No, 414, Jan. 26, 1969.•
U. S. Bureau of the Census, Current Popu/alion Reporfs, Series P-25, N0,360, Nov. 24, 1967.•
U. S. Bureau of the Census, Current Popu/afion Reports, Series P-25, No.354, Dec.8, 1966,•

U. S. Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reporfs, Series P-25, No.324, Jan.2O, 1966,•

U. S. Bureau of the Census Current Population Reporfs Serias P-25, No.289, Aug. 31, 1964.•
U. S. Bureau of the CensuSCurrenf Population Reporfs, Serias P-25, No.273,0ct. 4,1963.•

U.S. Bureau of the Census, Current Population ReportS Series P-25, No. 239, Dec. 13, 1961.•
National Office of Vftal Statistics. VitaJSfafistics Rates in fhe Unrtad S/ates, 1900-1940, 1947.•

U. S. Bureau of the Census Current Population Report~Series P-25, No.212, Jan. 26, 1960.•

U. S. Bureau of the Census, Curmnf Popu/alion RepotiS Series P-25, No.208, Dec,7, 1959.•
U.S. Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P-25, No. 186, Oct. 27, 195B.•
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Table 4-1. Sources of Marriage and Divorce DatJ: Ul)ited Shtes, 1867-1967 
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0 COKIWl. 10I.1J1- Ih* Un,lmdS1.1.s. low tqhru, .nd nm. Q.wrmohu 
nwhlarn F- MNA SImlmm ted In. .qhl nwvwmlr.llo. .sl.l . . . WI.., 
nlab -w. Ch.cbd f- curmnumnwMI. leamm .aI,mstgd horn ,~01, 
-A 

UII. “ lW 79# 1-69. 

Slallmlla wmmrm h wu Hal-l CmWR 1- H.nNh S1.,hlb b Ih, 

U.hti S1.1..l.mdw%tim. NW udca, .md 0mls7wnN. m. MW 

.& MU S1.1..d h m.wsmtkm WI- ban ~v -s 

.Iln. nnrlimg. r- cd.d.a~..a MRAS4 .,. Ul#.,.fla ,~,~m 

m-l-- S1.1-. PIaImmJuIma lM#U man@” or rmnimg,
k-. by ccww d W mm, r.mnmdd 

S4.I.S. .s0.2 m mOUI.Iormn 
mu 101lb. U“umd SIN”. 1-, tqmwll. �nd nm. QmmLIPk a“ubn. 
For UNA S1.1” h In, 1,.. n+mrqls,,,lnn .S1.l. . . lb,. (Maim =w, 
mbd 1- wblcrq -iIII 101,* .CIWISICd km-nnad. -m. 

Same as for 1976-79, exceot kfisconslm was added

to the group of states submitting preceded data

in 1986.
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20-Y.al Dmrlodc.nd=t.d w 1687-?5 8Y 1.. us D.sar!m..t .1 L,,W 

N.rnD.” anti d,l,d. d sl,,. s,,” ,,.s,1 grwnfls. d. f.l,on .1 !n,,rq, 
numb” 01 Cnda., ” frown. d. .,..) C,l, m.d m bald ,Um,r Co..,a”g 

207.u Dwbd eond=t.d WI1906-07 w in. u.S. Burn.. .1 III. c....,. 

%mm as Ior murrq. 

Nu.mn. m �nd 0.1.,1.0SI.lMI. CS c.ne:na Imro.gh mano ..WW c..d.c!.a 

b) 1017-10 by Bur.,. .1,,, c,.,., 
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ma f.nULwng SI*,, L 

sLm* u for numb.. 
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3111 TI,1., b“md 0“ Iw,,, 10, drwr,,, ,n# ,nn.lm. nl. oblam,a WI 
Nutiti Oll~. ofv,,tis, m,,,,,u f,.n i,a,, �nd ,~,, r.gm, ra, m. .,,=nx 
dmudti .uI,.11.s Da..d . . wmlabul:md data ~mmc.a t-f S,.1. .Ik.s 
d *1 aul,,llcs 

“1-. 

Ulhlkl DI, D.,,C ,“ ,h, N,,, W,l C.-.,, fOr H,,”” S,Z:U,- ,w,h. ORA 
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.51.1 .,. chrch,a lot CO”s,,,..q . :> ,0:,,, ,S,sr.a,,e I,om ,,md, 
r.csrd~ 

bm. m, for 1961-69 

ua. ”fwl S61-SO. 

�m... 1- lB61-am. 

ull, “ Iar 1961-60 ,E’c.D, 10, H,~cin,. P!mb”, h,. N“ York Rnod. 
-W. South C,tilna w V.rnle”,, Tr,ma. SU,” ,.., ,,WS of d,fn, 
W-ml-alldhwtm. 

SmM. u b 1976-7s. 

Sam as for 1976-79, except New Hampshire was

added to the group of states submi tting pre-

ceded data in 1985.




-------------------
--------------------

-------------------
------------------

------------------
------------------

----------------

-----------
--------------------

-------------------
--------------------

---------------------

-------------------
---------------------

-------------------
------------------

-------------------
--------------------

------------------
--------------

------------------
-----------------

-------------------
------------------

-------------------
--------------

---------
--------------

---------------
---------------

---------------------

---------------

--------------
---------------

-----------------

--------------------
---------------------

-------------------
-------------------

----------------
----------------

------------------

---------------

4-14 SECTION 4 – TECHNICAL APPENDIX 

Table 4–2. Years Central Files of Marriage and Divorce Records Were Established and Years Areas Were 
Admitted to the Marriage- and DivorceRegistration Are= 1987 

[The marriage-reglalmiion area w26 enIsbli6had Janurq 1.1957. and Ihe diver.weglalmllan area January 1, 195E1 

Mmnkg.m Ok . . . . . I Mamlaoes 

Arm Cfiz.r.zl Admlltad Canfral AdmHtnd10II Arm Conmd Ad fnllled Central AdmWd 
10 Iha we% Ihm 10 IIW 1,10, la Ill.mtabllmhadMRA ,Itilllhad DRA 

A1.b.mm 
Alm,k. 

19Ga 
1913 

1957 
1957 := 1We 

10s2 
ANz.na 
ArhArmss 

P) 
7917 

(q 
P) 

(7, 

1023 
f)
,2, 

Cahfornlm 1905 1957 1992 (3) 

Colamdo 1968 1979 1968 ,2, 

Corm.cIlcul 1ae? 7957 1947 1900 
~e,aware __-_--_.---_------ 19!3 1957 1935 1081 

Dmtrlm 01 Col.mhh 1011 1s01 I 902 lq06 
Flohd4 1 B27 1957 1927 (a) 
Gmorw 10s2 1957 1052 1958 
~mwm,i 1Eae 1067 1051 1058 

Idaho 1947 1067 1947 1058 
111,.01. --------------------
,“,j,,”, 
low, 

1992 
1950 
19943 

1gm 
1961 
1957 

1902 
,1, 

1’614 

1666 
,:& 

KmwM 1913 1957 1961 1959 
K.nlucky 1950 1959 1959 lEg9 
L.uml.n 1937 1957 1042 
Mmne 1amz 1957 1.392 P) 

Mwyland
~n~~hu~,~ 

1914 
1841 

1957 
19E1 

1914 
1802 

1959 
1070 

Mlch!wn 1S07 1057 1897 1s09 
Mmn.s.la 1958 1971 1070 (2) 

~,m,”,pp, ---_----.-------- 1926 1057 1926 (2, 
Mluwrl 1948 1900 1946 1901 
Monlmm 1s03 1057 1043 1956 

1NOI Y.1 umtmblbhed 
Z N. I yet admltisd 
~CulfOfn10 wu Idmlltad 10 Ihm DRA m 1968 bl =- la cullclpal. In 1676. 

FAebmmlu ------------------

Nwmdm 
tAaw H.mDfilra 
NowJwBoY-----------------

Nm Memco ----------------
NW York (mcl. N.Y.c,)
NWvofkclly

NmlhCmmllna 
Namh Dakem 

Ohb 
Oklalw+nm -----------------­
~rwon ---------_---------
Pnnn8yivanh 

Rhoda Ialmd----------------

Soulllcmollnm

Sough Ddmlm

Ta.n.ssm


Texnm

“,~h 

V.mmll 
Vlrgl”lm 

Wamhl.gton

Weft Vlrglnla

WkOndn------------------

Womlng


Pwno mea ----------------
Wglnl.lwmm 

BB1lblimllOd MRA wabll,h.d DRA 

1909 1;277 1909 1;? 
1060 196a 
1050 1957 1801 1:2? 
1049 1957 1795 

(1) ,2, ,1, (2, 

1aao 1957 1963 1069t 047 
1962 
1925 

1965 
1964 

(2) 

1963 )
195B 
1949 

F)
,2) 

1949 1057 1949 19&2 
(v 

1B07 
p) 

195.7 
(l)

i 925 1956 
1 em 195? 1943 1956 

1S52 1957 I 962 1663 
1950 197( T962 1971 
1605 1957 1905 105.9 
1945 1957 1945 195E 

1980 (2) 1960 (2, 
1910 1957 1953 1958 
1857 1957 1006 1Oea 
1053 1957 1918 1656 

1900 
1921 

{21 
1965 

1968 
1967 

(2) 
(2) 

1907 1957 7907 1958 
1941 1957 1941 1650 

1931 1957 7931 (2) 
7953 1957 1953 1950 
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Table 4–3. Items of Statistical Information Coded From Marriage Records of Each MarriageRegistration€
State, Puerto Rico, and Virgin Islands: 1987€

~~ w fod.ote !ndlcales the Mm! Imcoded]€

I Ill. m::;Tlna mm, mncmrm.g brti .rd groom 

If vw+io.dy 

Am. FMm@d 1,s1 
Tvm 01 slat. Sal. Dmm 01 Nu,nbef ,na”,r,ge .naed 

ON.	 C9rmony R9c. WI IhL! E&alIon 
mon’mld -I%m bllh .%;. nlm”lw, 

Sy de.,h 
- dk.,.. ‘at” 

A1.b,rnm x 11) x r) x x r) Pl 

AIs, h. x l?) F) P) x x PI x


Calllornlm x P] x x x x x x x


Colarmde x x x f) x ,4) x


C.nnmctk.l x x x x x x x Y x


Ddmwmr. x (*) x x x x x PI 

Dklrlcl .1 Colurnb#. x (v r) x PI r) 
Flwldm x P) x x x x X x x


Gmql. x (’) x P) x x PI x x


Hnwm,l x x x z x x x x x x


Idaho x (’) x x x x F) 
Illlrml, x x x x x x x x x x


Indl.nm x (1) x x x x F) x


Im. x x x x


K..=, x (~1 x x x x x x x


K.”lucky x x & p] x x (=) x x x

Louas,mns x 11I x n x x x x x x


Mmlnm x 11I x x x x x x x x


Maryland K ,1, P) x x [’1 

Mmsachusal,, x ,~, x x x x (“) 

M1chlq.n x P 1 x x x PI

W.ne, ola x x x x x x P) x x


M,m#sslDDl x x x x x x P) 1 x x€
Mlsso.rl x x x x x x x x (.) x€
?.40”1,”. x x x x x x x x x x


Nmba, ka x x x x x K x x x x


New HwnP,h,fe x x x x x x x x x x


New Jersey x v) x P1 x x P) P) 
New Yo!!# x x x x x x ,Y Y.— 
Nom! Cw.lo. a x o) x x x x x x x x

ohm x x x x PI 
Oregon x (1 I x x x x (P) (,)

Pe”nsyl.mnla x III x p) x x PI x x


RhDde I,lana x x P) x x x x x x x


South Carol,.. x 111 x x x x x


South Oakolm x x x x x x P) [4I 
Tennasa. x x x x x x x x x x€
utm x x x x x x x M x x€
verrr, ont x x x x x x x x x x


Vlrgln,. x x x x x x x x r) x


W.sl W@nlm x x x x x x e) x


Wl, co”sl. x x x x x x x x x x


W.m,.u x x x x x x x x x x


P..”. FWo x P) x x x x F) r) 
V(rqln In!and, x x v) PI x x x x x x


111.m IS lnletred lrwn Iha ,@n@lur.s 01 [h. dtlch”L€
~(lorn doe, “o, stmc,lkm(l” ~u6a S1,1. bul S1.,. .r CIW -, ,e~!led on maI1 recoti II19,c4 cllles -.,. .H-lcd ,. a~l. Slml~€
~Numwr .51Pr-,ou, m,rr,,ge,€

‘ . FTOvlous mr.r,l.l ,,.9, ”, of ,,”11,, I“lwnlallon m COnllhle 
3 Ilen’ rq”m,, da,. anti II12s[ nlarrlmaa .“ded by dh.rca 


